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Driven to Worship 

Sometimes in congregational worship 
I find myself, and observe others, sim- 
ply going through the motions. Perhaps 
it's because that's what we have been 
routinely socialized to do — we worship 
at the appointed time and spot and in 
a rehearsed manner. 

On other occasions we can connect 
significantly with the Spirit of God and 
have a genuine spiritual experience. This 
is partly due to the quality and planning 
of the event. The musicians skillfully and 
sensitively present devotional music that 
sets a mood and lifts our spirits; the wor- 
ship leader brings us into an attitude of 
praise, adoration and petition; the min- 
istry of the Word provides solid teaching 
and inspires us to action. We leave wor- 
ship feeling refreshed, certain that with 
God's help we can take up our cross or 
participate with Jesus in making disciples. 
Alas! These occasions seem far apart. 

At other times I experience a sig- 
nificant connection to God when I am 
burdened for someone else. I recall my 
experience as a cadet in my brigading 
corps, where I connected with a particu- 
lar family we had visited or someone from 
the community who was on the fringe 
of the congregation. The subsequent 
time of prayer in the Sunday meeting 
brought great expectation and hope as 
we relied on God to speak and move in 
people's hearts and help us reach out to 
those who were in turmoil or despair. In 
these moments the quality of the wor- 
ship leaders didn't matter. The connec- 
tion with God in ministry — to actively 
participate with him in caring, seeking 
his strength and resources when mine 
were exhausted — was real, vibrant and 
emotionally engaging. 

In worship today, too often we look 
for so-called experts to coax us into a 
dynamic and engaging spiritual experi- 
ence, when that is not always our reality. 
What can be real is to become burdened 
in ministry, seek involvement with oth- 
ers and deeply care about the life and 
concerns of our neighbours. Then as we 
come to God in worship, the experience 
will take on new significance. 

Ray Moulton 

Lt-Colonel, Editor-in-Chief 
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Dance Before the Lord 

by Major Janet Munn, U.S.A. Eastern Territory 

"Take up your timbrels and go out to dance with the joyful." 

— Jeremiah 31:4 

"Worship is like dancing. You're not doing it until you stop counting the 

steps. " — C. S. Lewis 

In the Old Testament, the word "worship" includes the idea 
of "falling down before," "kneeling" or "prostrating oneself 
to convey the magnificence of God. In the New Testament, 
"worship" literally means "to kiss toward," evoking intimacy 
and Gods nearness to us. In both meanings, there is an implicit 
physicality 

Scripture instructs us to love the Lord with our entire being, 
including our physical selves (see Deuteronomy 6:5). King David 
expressed his whole-hearted worship by dancing before the Lord 
"with all his might" (2 Samuel 6:14). The Apostle Paul exhorts the 
church in Rome to offer their bodies to the Lord as "true worship" 
(Romans 12:1). And in 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, he reminds us that 
our physical bodies are "temples of the Holy Spirit." 

Sacred dance 
groups are a superb 
context for spiri- 
tual communion, 
authentic disciple- 
ship and account- 
ability. This is 

Sacred dance 

troupe performs 

in Old Orchard 

Beach, Maine 
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especially true for young people. Dance offers experiential, 
participatory worship that brings them into the liturgy (the work 
of the people). For teenage girls in particular, these groups afford 
a unique opportunity to discuss issues of body image, healthy 
sexuality and appropriate ways to dress. Through sacred dance, 
teens increasingly see themselves as worshippers of God. 

A recent experience of dance in worship illustrates its power. 
At a young adult prayer weekend, the worship leader invited an 
individual to dance while the worship band played. She then 
invited others to move to the front and join in spontaneous, 
corporate worship. This removed the pressure of performance 
and included anyone with the heart for such physicality in wor- 
ship, whether they had training or not. The result was powerful, 
exuberant worship. Even those who didn't dance were impacted 
by the joy and freedom in this offering to the Lord. 

Sing a Joyful Song 

by Cathie Koehnen 

Cornerstone Community Church, Mississauga, Ont. 

My worship would be very different if it weren't for 
vocal music. When I stand in front of a group, be 
it a songster brigade, divisional youth chorus, con- 
temporary music team or children's choir, the music 
changes me. I become more alive and sensitive to God's Spirit 
moving through me. Worship isn't limited to a Sunday service or 
even a concert. It even happens during rehearsals, and is all the 
more meaningful because we aren't in "performance mode." 

As a former songster leader, I recall when people left their 
seats in the songsters to kneel at the altar. I was always struck that 
the music could move people to the point where they wanted to 
physically bow before God. Often I would see tears or smiles and 
realize how deeply we connect with God when we sing. 



Now I am expressing my passion for music by conducting 
a divisional youth chorus. The music-making doesn't happen 
without a lot of prayer, connecting with God and connecting 
with each other. Our desire is to sing rousing gospel music that 
makes people feel like dancing as well as to sing about God's 
holiness in a way that leaves a room hushed. 

At Mississauga Temple, I lead a small contemporary team that 
sings once a month for the Celebrate Recovery Program. Singing 
to a smaller group of people gives us a chance for more intimate 
worship. It's rewarding when those who are seeking a relationship 
with Jesus Christ tell us that our singing moved them. 

I also lead the children's choir at Cornerstone Community 
Church. I am constantly amazed by one little girl who sings the 
songs to her friends at school. Although her immediate family 
doesn't attend the corps, she faithfully tells her friends about 
Jesus. How incredible! A little child shall lead them. 

I'm tired of the dis- 
cussion of style of music 
in worship. What really 
matters is that when I 
sing and when I lead 
singing, the Spirit moves 
in a way that makes me 
come alive. 



Cathie Koehnen: 
"When I sing, the music 
changes me" 



Banding: To Serve the Present Age 

by Bandmaster John Lam, London Citadel, Ont. 

The present-day brass band continues to evolve as one of 
the most flexible and versatile musical groups available 
to assist in corporate worship. While many Salvationists 
view it as "traditional" fare, the brass band is actually 
gaining in popularity throughout the North American amateur 
music scene as it readily adapts to every style of music written for 
it. Thanks to the Army's in-house composers and arrangers, bands 
are available to assist in worship in any number of ways. 

The brass band is extremely effective in accompanying congre- 
gational singing of any style. While it provides a powerful uplifting 
feel to a traditional hymn, it can just as easily set an atmosphere 
for the most meditative settings or the required commercial style 
needed for today's praise and worship songs. 

Brass bands provide prelude or postlude music that ties in with 





BM John Lam with London Citadel Band 



the main focus of the meeting or sets an appropriate tone for the 
moving of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the listener. A wealth of 
repertoire can help highlight pertinent passages of Scripture or 
sermon topics. As the use of media evolves, many of our selec- 
tions are brought to life by accompanying visuals. 

Like the choir, the brass band also adds people to worship. 
Chances are at least two family members or friends come to Sunday 
worship to support the band member. Although they may not be 
dedicated believers, these people are consistently exposed to the 
gospel and participating in meaningful corporate worship. 

Whether it's a fledgling group of five players or a proficient 
band of 35, the fellowship of Salvation Army brass banding has 
much to offer as it evolves with our changing worship styles. 

Worship Music: Warrior Song 

by Dion Durdle, Halifax Citadel Community Church, NS. 

"Hark, hark, my soul, what warlike songs are swelling" SASB #802 

Different styles of music help us interpret and express 
different feelings or stirrings of the heart. Spiritual 
warfare songs have one underlying theme: freedom. 
Whether it's freedom from sin, oppression, injustice or 
suffering, the only means of salvation is found in Jesus Christ. 

In Acts, worship literally set the captives free. Paul and Silas 
were imprisoned for "disturbing the city" with the gospel. They 
were beaten, arrested and treated as the worst of criminals. About 
midnight, as Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 
God, there was a violent earthquake. The prison doors flew open 
and everyone's chains came loose (see Acts 16:25-26). 

I am inspired and invigo- 
rated by "old" warfare songs 
in the Army songbook. I 
sense a passionate cry from 
the writers that lifts my spirit 
to an enlightened perspec- 
tive of reality. Spiritual con- 
flict exists, especially during 
our praise and worship. The 
enemy hates our adoration 
of God. The more passion- 
ate and genuine our praise 
becomes, the less Satan can 
distract us. 

What makes "good" war- 
fare music? The worship songs 

we sing must be lyrically inspired by God's Word, but are music 
styles important as well? I play in a Christian worship/rock band 
called Grounded (www.groundedworship.com). Our focus is to 
glorify God with the gifts he has given us. Our edgy rock sound 
adds a different kind of emotion to worship, but I believe that God 
has the power to sanctify rock music. In fact, the origins of rock 
'n' roll music make it a logical fit with our warfare songs. 

Over the past two centuries, African Americans invented 
traditional spirituals, a style of music that evoked a deep yearn- 
ing for freedom from slavery. This blend of honesty, hope and 
frustration eventually led to rhythm and blues and then to rock 
'n' roll. The heart of the music has always been its inner resistance 
to captivity. Although it is sometimes loud and intimidating, rock 
music carries this same yearning for freedom. Sounds like good 
warfare music to me! 




Dion Durdle: "A deep yearning for 
freedom" 
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Drama: Acting Out God's Story 

by Peter Koehnen, Cornerstone Community Church, Mississauga, Ont. 




"The Bible is made up of stories of love and 
conflict," says Peter Koehnen. "That's good theatre" 



The Bible is the most dramatic book ever written, so it 
stands to reason that drama is an appropriate medium 
to reflect scriptural truths. Christ used dramatic tech- 
niques every time he told a parable to his disciples. He 
created situations and characters in order to make moral lessons 
immediate and accessible to his followers. 

That's what I try to do when I write a dramatic piece for a 
worship service. I want to feel closer to Christ and allow others 
to feel the same thing. The Bible is made up of stories of love 
and conflict, temptations and resolutions — stories that evoke 
thought, emotion and a desire for connection with others. That 
is the ultimate definition of good theatre. 

Drama as a form of worship has limitless possibilities. A 
direct approach is through a literal telling of a character's story 
from Scripture by writing a monologue using that character's 
actual words. Acting out a parable in the voice of Jesus is a good 
example of this technique. 

One can also take an event from Scripture and add a fictional 
observer to gain a new appreciation of the event. It allows us to 
answer the question, "What if I was there?" For example, I wrote 
a Good Friday monologue entitled In The Shadow of the Cross, 
told from the perspective of a gardener in Gethsemane the night 
Christ was arrested. In presenting it, I felt the emotional power 
of exactly what Christ did for me in a more immediate way than 
I have through any sermon. 

Another approach is to write a modern parallel to a bibli- 
cal story involving a character who is facing the same kind of 
situation in a modern context. I once presented a piece about a 
stockbroker who faced the same challenges in his firm's boiler 
room as Daniel faced in the fiery furnace. 

Coming to The Salvation Army as an adult, I was not raised 
as a singer or a musician. Therefore a band or a songster brigade 
was not a potential forum for personal worship. Writing and 
performing dramatic monologues is when I find myself most 
prayerfully in tune with God. It is how I can best return to God 
what he has given me. 

Drama is not a form of spectator worship; it is meant to be 
participatory. If Christian drama is done effectively, a congrega- 
tion should be involved intellectually, emotionally and spiritually. 
When I can achieve those things, I am confident that my worship 
is pleasing to God. 
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Soul Language: 
The Power of Poetry 

by Connie Knighton, Bracebridge Community Church, Ont. 

Poetry is of the heart. It is refined thought, soul language, 
a distillation of human feeling. It is often prayer. Poetry 
resonates with personal story. We are moved by Psalm 130 
because it describes the essence of a human experience: 
"Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord." This feeling we know! 

Most of the poetry I write for worship services is themed for 
a special occasion, often a holy day, commemoration or covenant 
day. At its best, the work arises from heightened spiritual aware- 
ness or life-changing experience. The writing process is reflective 
of Wordsworth's "emotion recollected in tranquility." 

One such poem, The Passing of Janice Worthy, was written in 
a night-long storm of grief following the death of a young friend, 
Janice. As I visited with her at the hospital, she taught me about 
forgiveness, love and dying well. Read at Janice's funeral, the 
poem was later set to music by my brother, Major Len Ballantine, 
and sung in concert. In part, it reads: 

From the other side 

she saw us as we were, 

our shallowness, 

our foolish jears, 

our pride. 

As in life 

it made no difference. 

Still she gave us love, 

forgetting the limits of our own. 

So simply, she taught us much. 

A poem from the other end of 
human experience was written for 
the dedication of a grandchild. It 
springs from a lifetime of watch- 
ing parents struggle to do their 

best in a world that compromises their efforts. It's about trusting in 
God in the face of our inability to control outcomes. We surrender 
our children because we never owned them in the first place. 
Their destiny is to become individuals, personally accountable 
before the One who loves them supremely. The poem ends: 

But when we give our little children to God 

we pray that the Divine, 

implanted deep, 

will draw them back. 

Love Alone 

despite the dusty years 

recalls the golden limbed child, 

his zeal of heart, 

her innate godliness. 

Wholeness returns 

when we give our children up to God. 

For me, poetry provides a bridge into the mysterious work 
of the Holy Spirit. It issues from the dialogue of prayer and a 
life journey with Jesus. When offered in worship, poetry con- 
nects us to each other and to our Father God, Abba, the parent 
of our hope. 




"Poetry is a bridge into the 
mystery of the Holy Spirit," 
says Connie Knighton 



Filmmaking With a Message 

by Michael Hicks, Guelph, Ont. 

Every filmmaker, whether they are shooting a music video or a 
feature film, whether the content is religious or secular, serious or 
comedic, is sending a message through their work. In The Passion 
of the Christ, director Mel Gibson had a tremendous responsibil- 
ity to deliver the true message of the gospel, a message of love, 
sacrifice and redemption. He did so by trying to stay true to the 
Bible and doing his research. Gibson needed to understand what 
he was saying and why he had to say it. 

As a film producer, I look at my work in the same way. What 
am I trying to say? Why is this message important to Christians? 
Why does my pastor want to share it with the congregation? How 
do I present it in the most appropriate way? 

Last year I made a video for Good Friday in which I asked 
a boy to physically nail his burdens to a cross to show that 
Christians must bring their cares and concerns to Jesus. Another 
film I produced on random acts of kindness sparked my friends 
at school to think about helping their neighbours, and some even 
put the film's ideas into practice. 

Careful planning and a creative concept are key to deliv- 
ering an effective message. Various editing choices and film 
techniques — flashback, camera angles, close-ups — can help the 
viewer understand the message in a new and refreshing light. For 
example, Mel Gibson creatively presented flashbacks of Christ's 
early life and passages from the Bible. After establishing the what 
and the why of Christ's mission, he created a fantastic how. 

That's what I strive for in my filmmaking. When the viewer 
walks away, I pray that my how will make them think about the 
why of the gospel message. 

God Made Rock 'n' Roll 

by Kurtis Loveless, Halifax Citadel Community Church, N.S. 

As a worship leader whose style appeals mainly to 
today's younger generation, I have often encountered 
questions and criticism as to whether or not what I do 
is considered meaningful. At times I've asked myself 
these same questions. 

At Youth Specialties 2003, a conference in Charlotte, N.C., 
U.S.A., I was exposed to various forms of worship ranging from 
hip-hop to rock 'n' roll. The event opened my eyes and heart to 
discover what God was really calling me to do. It showed me that 
newer music styles can be effective at proclaiming God's message 
and that I shouldn't shy away from my gifts just because they are 
different from what I have been used to in the Army. This shift in 
focus was not only musical. It have been the turning point where 
I surrendered my life fully to God. 

After that pivotal event, 
God opened doors for me 
to put my new-found vision 
into place. The rock band 
Grounded was formed and 
I was given opportunities to 
minister to an ever-expand- 
ing audience. Our concerts 

Kurtis Loveless: 
Full surrender 





attracted un-churched youth and challenged young, struggling 
Christians in a relevant way. 

During our first tour of Atlantic Canada in May 2006, we 
built countless relationships with youth. What's more, we were 
challenged as a band to rely on God. We set out without know- 
ing where the resources would come from, but God met all our 
needs. We could never have achieved it in our own strength. It 
was a confirmation that our rock 'n' roll ministry is God-given. 
It's more than fulfilling a rock-star fantasy, it's about accepting 
the call that he put on our hearts. 

I have learned that style, instrumentation, age or expression 
are secondary to lifting true worship to God. We need to spend 
less time analyzing differences among our methods of worship 
and more time seeking the true heart of God. 

Two Copper Coins: 
Time and Talents 

by Sharon Harm, North York Temple, Toronto 

Rock star Bono had 
it right when he 
said, "God is not 
looking for alms, 
God is looking for action." In 
God's words, "I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice" (Hosea 6:6). 
Worshipping is more than 
just words and monetary 
gifts; it's the act of giving 
our best to God with glad 
and sincere hearts. As we 
bring the sacrifice of praise 
into the house of the Lord, 

we should also be bringing justice and mercy to "the least of 
these" even if all we have to offer are two copper coins. 

About a year ago, God gave me a vision to start a youth ministry 
in Toronto called Copper Coin Arts with my friend, Janet Mader. 
Our mission is to empower youth to use their time and talents to 
make a difference in the lives of the helpless and hopeless. To that 
end, we have been educating young people about those who are 
suffering all over the world, as well as giving them opportunities 
to help those people by raising funds and awareness through art 
exhibitions and productions. 

In September 2006, we began hosting a drop-in event twice 
a week North York Temple, using the youth room as a studio to 
teach art and share social justice issues. We received overwhelming 
support from the congregation and community through donated 
materials and sewing machines, and we set to work preparing art 
for our first Golden Gifts exhibition in December. Young people 
from the corps and community each designed their pieces (art, 
clothing, accessories) and chose a charity to support. In the end, 
we raised more than $650 for The Salvation Army, World Vision, 
Doctors Without Borders and Christian Blind Mission. 

We are currently working on a fashion arts show for May 2007, 
to raise money for a bike project in Malawi through Africycle, a 
youth-led organization that recycles bikes from Canada to Africa. 
In keeping with the biblical theme of redemption, the youth of 
Copper Coin Arts will be turning all forms of unwanted mate- 
rial into objects of beauty and thought-provoking art. For more 
information, visit www.coppercoinarts.com. © 
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Sharon Hann and friends use fash- 
ion to raise awareness of social 
justice issues 



Around the Territory 




Territorial Anniversary 

Launched at THQ 

On Thursday, January 4, officers and employees 
at territorial headquarters marked the new year 
by launching Celebration 125. It was the begin- 
ning of a year of festivities that will culminate 
in the Celebration 125 weekend in Winnipeg, June 15-17, 
as the territory marks 125 years of Salvation Army ministry 
in Canada. Present for the occasion was Commissioner 
William Francis, international secretary for the Americas and 
Caribbean Zone, IHQ, who had been conducting the territorial 
review and evaluation with administrative leaders throughout 

the week. 



International and 
territorial lead- 
ers, from left, 
Commissioner 
William Francis, 
IS, Americas and 
Caribbean, IHQ; 
Colonel Glen 
Shepherd, CS; 
Commissioner 
M. Christine 
MacMillan,TC; 
Colonel Eleanor 
Shepherd, TSWM 



Government Extends Funding to 
Fight Homelessness 

The Government of Canada has committed $526 million to 
combat homelessness and extend funding for renovation 
programs. The new homelessness partnering strategy is 
aimed at combating homelessness in communities across 
Canada and extending renovation programs under the umbrella 
of the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). 

The program will include consultation with stakeholders 
from the private and non-profit sectors and partnering with the 
provinces and territories to determine how best to meet unique 
regional needs. A key goal is to provide the homeless with greater 
access to various support networks, including skills training, 
health care and substance abuse treatment, so that they can 
become more self-sufficient and productive members of Canadian 
society. In addition, funding will be specifically targeted at the 
development of transitional and 
supportive housing. 

Commissioner M. Christine 
MacMillan, territorial com- 
mander, comments, "We are 
extremely grateful for the gen- 
erous support of the federal 
government and we value this 
partnership and their commit- 
ment to supporting vulnerable 
Canadians." 
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Army Restructures in 
Montreal 

The historic building at Stanley and Drummond Streets in 
downtown Montreal, built for Emmanuel Congregational 
Church in 1907 and home to Montreal Citadel since 
1948, has been sold to Alcan Inc., a leading global 
manufacturer of sheet metal and packing materials. The Canadian- 
owned company will use the site to expand its headquarters and 
create a better workplace for its employees. 

The sale of the property, including an administrative tower 
built in 1983 and used as Quebec DHQ, is the first step toward 
implementation of a broader vision for The Salvation Army in 
the city. This vision, developed after significant internal study 
and external consultation, will help The Salvation Army re focus 
its mission and continue to give hope and support to vulnerable 
people in this community. 

Lt-Colonel Gilbert St-Onge, DC, Quebec Div, comments, 
"The Salvation Army is planning to enhance its delivery of service 
through its churches, 
community and 
social services work 
in Montreal. With 
the implementation 
of this vision, we are 
making a substan- 
tial commitment 
of resources and 
manpower for the 
future." 



Montreal Citadel 
in the 1950s 



Did you know ... 

... The Crest, an online newsletter for members ofThe 
Salvation Army Historical Society and other people 
interested in Army history, is available at Salvationist, 
ca/heritage? 

... the Ethics Centre keeps a collection of books, peri- 
odicals, audio-visual and Internet-accessible materi- 
als?The book collection catalogue is available at www. 
boothcollege.ca/library 

... the U.S.A. Western Territory hosts a new music site 
that allows visitors to listen to and download music from 
fellow Salvationists and other Christians around the 
world? Check it out at saytunes.com 
... the richest two percent of adults own more than half 
the world's wealth? A report by the World Institute for 
Development Economics Research of the UN University 
notes that almost 90 percent of total world wealth is 
owned by people in North America, Europe and high- 
income Asia-Pacific countries 

... IHQ counts on the United States, Canada and the U.K. 
to provide almost 80 percent of its funding for overseas 
service? 

... your sacrificial giving through Partners in Mission 
helps fund Army ministries around the world? 
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Canadian Staff Band tours Southern California 

by Staff Bandsman Major Ken Smith, Associate Editor, Salvationist 



Following months of 
planning and prepa- 
ration, the Canadian 
Staff Band (CSB) 
departed on Wednesday, 
December 27, 2006, for a 
six-day tour of southern 
California, timed to coincide 
with the band's participation 
in the annual Rose Parade on 
New Year's Day 

Arriving in San Diego, the 
band presented its first concert 
at San Diego Citadel. Featured 
selections included James 
Curnow's Emblems and Robert 
Redhead's new composition, 
Christ-Hymn, a musical set- 
ting of Philippians 2:5-11. The 
band's soloists, Brindley and 
Barrington Venables and Steve 
Pavey all rose to the occasion 
to present contrasting items for 
the appreciative audience. 

The next day, following the 
band's participation in the San 
Diego Holiday Parade, it was 
off to Los Angeles, where we 
stayed at the Army's Camp 
Mount Craggs just north of 
the city in the beautiful Santa 
Monica mountains. 

Friday was a day of con- 
trasts, beginning with an 
afternoon concert in a busy 



outdoor shopping court 
behind Hollywood's famous 
Grauman's Chinese Theatre. 
This was followed by an eve- 
ning concert for recipients of 
the Army's downtown street 
ministry at the Bell Shelter 
in Los Angeles. Along with a 
variety of lighter selections, the 
audience particularly enjoyed 
the CSB's new praise and wor- 
ship team and the surround- 
sound benediction using John 
Rutter's A Gaelic Blessing. 

Highlights of Saturday 
included a performance at the 
Tournament of Roses BandFest 
at Pasadena City College. 
Although a bit overwhelmed by 
the big college and high school 
marching bands of 200-300 
players, our relatively small 
group of 34 humbly marched 
out onto the football field and 
presented three contrasting 
items to an appreciative audi- 
ence. At night we presented 
a concert to a packed hall at 
Pasadena Tabernacle, where 
we shared the platform with 
the Tabernacle Youth Chorus, 
whose spontaneity and sheer 
energy inspired us to strive 
to new levels of excellence in 
our playing. 




On Sunday morning we 
were privileged to minis- 
ter at the Crystal Cathedral 
along with the Pasadena 
Tabernacle Songsters, where 
Commissioner Israel L. Gaither, 
U.S.A. National Commander, 
spoke about the work of The 
Salvation Army and read from 
Scripture. Then at night we 
enjoyed a New Year's dinner 
at Tustin Ranch Corps, where 
afterwards we presented a joint 
concert with the corps band, 
concluding appropriately with 
Auld Lang Syne as we celebrated 
the new year. 

Following a short night at 
a nearby hotel, we awoke early 



Top: CSB on parade in San 
Diego; above: Sunday morning at 
Crystal Cathedral 



to prepare for the event we'd 
all been waiting for — the 2007 
Rose Parade. By the time we 
were finished the nine-kilo- 
metre route, we all felt a sense 
of accomplishment for having 
gotten through. 

Throughout the tour we 
were treated well by our 
American hosts and were 
grateful for the lasting memo- 
ries that we will look back on 
fondly for years to come. 

For a full report and more pic- 
tures, visit Salvationist.ca/csb 
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How Now Shall We 
Worship? 

When it comes to worship, is the Army focused on self-preservation or on 

what the Holy Spirit is doing in our midst? 



by Colonel Gwenyth Redhead 



As the General's 
former repre- 
sentatives for 
the develop- 
ment of worship and evange- 
lism through music and other 
creative arts, my husband, 
Robert, and I saw first-hand the 
trends and challenges in Army 
worship on every continent. 
During our visits we met with 
territorial leaders and those 
on the front lines of ministry 
to gather their observations. 
What follows is a summary of 
our findings. 

Trends in the 
Emerging Church 

Evangelicalism is changing the 
face of the Church. In some 
parts of the world it could still 
be described as traditional — in 
other areas, pragmatic. In his 
book The Younger Evangelicals, 
Dr. Robert Webber writes 
about a generation that is com- 
mitted to relating the gospel 
to a postmodern world. This 
emerging church is connecting 



the Evangelical church back 
to the Early Church fathers 
and rediscovering the value 
of some of its earliest spiri- 
tual practices and disciplines. 
Other trends include: 

1. Symbolism as an aid to 
worship. Older generations 
grew up in a world that com- 
municated mainly through 
words. The emerging gen- 
eration has grown up with an 
awareness of multiple forms of 
communication. Webber states, 
"They are a visual, symbol- 
making generation attracted 
to the power and mystery of 
many languages that go deeper 
than the cognitive, verbal and 
print forms of communication. 
They want to 'picture' words, 
'visualize' concepts and 'sym- 
bolize' commitments." 

2. Youth-led holistic minis- 
try. The emerging generation is 
looking for authentic worship 
that leads to mission. Younger 
Christians are tired of playing 




the worship game. They are 
more interested in worship 
that is genuine and from the 
heart. While they value oppor- 
tunities to worship in language 
and idioms that relate to their 
generation, they are not overly 
interested in one style of wor- 
ship over another. However, 
they are moving away from 
entertainment-based worship 
to more reflective forms. In 
addition, they are practically 
applying the truths learned 
through personal and corpo- 
rate worship to a wide variety 
of mission activities. As evan- 
gelist Louie Giglio puts it, "If 
we are truly lost in wonder 
before God, we will not help 
but start to wonder about the 
lost." 

Youth are leading a healthy 
trend to involve their churches 
in service to the community in 
response to biblical instruc- 
tion: "Make sure you don't 
take things for granted and 
go slack in working for the 
common good; share what you 
have with others. God takes 
particular pleasure in acts of 
worship — a different kind 
of 'sacrifice' — that take 
tfplace in the kitchen 
and workplace 
t and on the streets" 
(Hebrews 13:16 
The Message). 

3. Local songwriters. A 

recent wave of the Holy Spirit 
linked to the rise of so-called 
"worship teams" — drums, 
^ keyboards, vocalists on 
microphones — has birthed 
new local singer/songwrit- 
ers. In their individual wor- 
shipping communities, these 
artists are fulfilling a prophetic 
role by creating biblically- 



based songs that are relevant to 
their congregation and linked 
to its mission. 

4. Open membership. Many 
music sections are providing 
opportunities for participa- 
tion by non-uniformed sol- 
diers, non-soldiers and even 
pre-Christians. These groups 
are intentionally engaging in 
"participation evangelism." 
While some traditional groups 
have made the change through 
sheer desperation as a means 
to keep alive, this approach 
has nevertheless brought many 
people into faith. Groups have 
individual policies on what 
is appropriate dress for those 
participating. Some corps 
sections have created a new 
"group-wear" or established a 
common standard (e.g. black 
and whites). 

Challenges 
Facing the Army 

In Isaiah 29: 13 the Lord took 
the current generation of 
worshippers to task by say- 
ing, "These people come near 
to me with their mouths and 
honour me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me. 
Their worship of me is based 
on merely human rules they 
have been taught." The follow- 
ing are a few of the challenges 
facing Army worship: 

1. Need for renewal. Although 
there is now a lessening of 
denominational boundaries, 
Salvation Army culture has 
been so strong and distinc- 
tive in the past — especially in 
its approach to meetings — that 
we have tended to immortal- 
ize those earlier methods. The 
result has meant focusing on 



self-preservation rather than 
on heart- worship. 

As we have travelled 
the world, our main con- 
cern hasn't been on whether 
worship is "Army" or "not 
Army" — though what that 
means varies greatly from cul- 
ture to culture — but rather we 
have looked at whether it is 
worship that pleases God and 
relates to those who gather. In 
our open conversations with 
Salvationists we have heard: 

• The Army gives priority to 
structure rather than the 
spiritual elements. 

• Corps have allowed them- 
selves to get into a rut and 
have lost the ability (and even 
the desire) to focus on the 
meaning of corps life, par- 
ticularly in their worship. 

• When it comes to worship, 
some corps are more con- 
cerned with self-gratification 
than with pleasing God. 

• People are unable to differ- 
entiate between Salvation 
Army culture and the real 
traditions of the Army. The 
result is often traditionalism, 
where all meaning is lost and 
the method itself becomes 
the tradition. 

2. Lack of freedom. Sadly, 
many Salvationists do not 
appreciate or respect variety 
in worship. But the fact is, 
diversity is God's idea. He has 
created each of us differently 
and longs for us to respond 
to him in ways that we find 
most meaningful, be they quiet 
reflection or exuberant praise. 
Healthy corporate worship is 
about enabling individual 
members of congregations to 
participate fully while respect- 
ing the whole. 

In some territories there 
are limited opportunities for 
youth to express themselves, 
especially if their chosen 
mode of worship is regarded 
as having been imported from 
other denominations. Youth 
are already beginning to move 
to other churches where they 
can communicate freely with 
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God in a corporate setting. The 
challenge will not go away, but 
rather needs to be faced openly 
and honestly. 

3. Generation gap. In many 
places there is a great divide 
between the taste and style of 
older musicians and younger 
group members. The imple- 
mentation of a corps worship 
committee representative of 
all ages could assist in creat- 
ing the concept of "both/and" 
rather than "either/or." When 
people sit down together and 
discuss around the table in 
the presence of Christ, mutual 
respect is cultivated, under- 
standing develops and healing 
takes place. 

4. Multicultural worship. 

There is a continuing need 
for people to celebrate their 
own culture in the context of 
Kingdom culture. Local wor- 
shipping communities must 
assess why they think Western 
songs and hymns are somehow 



better than those of newcom- 
ers and immigrants. 

The most natural commu- 
nication with God takes place 
in one's mother tongue. With 
increasingly multicultural soci- 
eties growing up in many parts 
of the world, there comes the 
challenge of seeking to pro- 
vide opportunities for different 
ethnic groups within congrega- 
tions to be able to worship in 
their mother tongue. This can 
be done particularly during 
prayer, and by offering specific 
opportunities for groups of 
common ethnicities to meet 
and worship together. 

5. Tenure of leadership. Many 
local officers have been in their 
roles for 35 years or more and 
don't appear to be aware of 
the new waves of thinking in 
relation to worship. We have 
suggested to territories that 
they intentionally support the 
appointment of young adults 
as assistant local officers, with 
the strategy of training them 



for leadership in the immedi- 
ate future. 

6. Lack of resources. This 
is evidenced not just in rich 
nations versus poor, but also 
in urban versus rural congre- 
gations, and large congrega- 
tions versus small. Examples 
include: 

• Lack of music for use in a 
variety of cultures. 

• Disparity between East and 
West in terms of the cost of 
Western music, and the unwill- 
ingness of some Salvation 
Army music publishers to 
allow multiple copies from a 
single purchased copy. 

• Lack of quality instruments 
(brass, keyboard, guitars, 
drums). 

7. Raising up new leaders. In 

many territories, the collapse 
of traditional music groups, 
particularly among young 
people, has created a dearth 
of trained musicians. We have 
a long history of highly trained 
YP bands and singing compa- 
nies, not to mention the private 
tuition within corps of many 
youngsters in piano. Some 
corps already have no pianists, 
and in one territory we were 
asked to present a paper on 
"How to worship God without 
music," as an alternative for a 
congregation that was strug- 
gling to sing without any live 
accompaniment. 

Final Thoughts 

It is not appropriate to offer 
quick-fix solutions. Rather 
I believe that if we live by 
Kingdom values the trends and 
challenges can provide new 
opportunities to be open to 
what the Spirit of God wants 
to do in our midst. Graham 
Kendrick summed it up beau- 
tifully: "God turns our weak- 
nesses into his opportunities so 
that the glory goes to him." May 
we each prayerfully inquire 
of God: "How now shall we 
worship?" and know the joy 
of worshipping afresh in ways 
that bring him pleasure. 
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I Was just Thinking 




Celebration 125 

Honouring the past, serving the present, 
impacting the future 



Commissioner M. Christine MacMillan, Territorial Commander 



Who are the historians in our 
lives? We all benefit from 
the influence of grandpar- 
ents and similar figures 
who represent tangible links with the past. 
Their whisperings in our ears tell of life- 
times of adventure, as their pilgrimage of 
courage and hardship paved the way for 
future generations. 

Think of the year 1882. It was the 
46th year of Queen Victoria's reign and 
the British Empire seemed to rule the 
world. Western nations were in the throes 
of a second industrial revolution and the 
United States was still recovering from 
a devastating civil conflict that had pit- 
ted brother against brother. Missionaries 
were making new inroads into distant 
countries on the far side of the globe 
as they sought to share the message of 
Christ's redemption in a myriad of foreign 
languages and cultures. 

Canada as a nation was a mere 15 -year- 
old adolescent when a date on a calendar 
marked a new birth, for into this world the 
visionary dream of William and Catherine 
Booth was taking root in a world-for-God 
army. Young pioneers of unforgettable 
character clothed themselves in uniforms, 
waved their flags and beat their drums as 
they dared to be different for the sake of 
the gospel. 

This year, The Salvation Army is 
celebrating 125 years of implanting the 
Kingdom of God within the fabric of 
Canadian society. (The work began in 
Bermuda in 1896.) In travelling through- 
out the length and breadth of our territory 
for various celebrations of milestones — 
whether congresses, commissionings, anni- 
versaries or new openings — I can't help 
dreaming about our next steps. Reflecting 
on the imprints of past journeys I am 
drawn to the inevitable question: Where 
do we go from here? 

During the Celebration 125 weekend 
in Winnipeg in June, our territory will 
reflect on our many past accomplishments 
and celebrate our ongoing present minis- 
try. There will be the added recognition 
that we stand on the threshold of an even 
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brighter future as we seek to continue to 
be relevant to our 21st-century society. A 
celebration gathering that will include the 
commissioning of new officers will have 
appointments for each of us to keep as we 
follow God's leading. 

Our scriptural inspiration for the 
Celebration 125 worship experience is 
found in Colossians 1:25. The Apostle 
Paul speaks of a determined pace for the 
building of Christ's Church, of which he 
writes, "I have become its servant by the 
commission God gave me to present to 
you the word of God in its fullness." Verse 
26 then helps us look to the future: "The 
mystery that has been kept hidden for 
ages and generations ... is now disclosed 
to the Lord's people." 

Mystery tours are filled with suspense as 
we await disclosures 
of clues that help lead 
us to our destination. 
As Salvationists, we 
can look back to 
see the mystery of 
God's plan unfolding 
through his faithful- 
ness and directional 
leading over the past 
125 years. From the 
perspective of time, 
we can view a tap- 
estry of ministry 
portraying ways in 
which The Salvation 
Army has moved out 
into the neighbour- 
hoods of our territory 
and beyond. We can 
also make sure that 
we are on the right 
track for the future 
as we wait on God 
to unravel our next 
steps on this well- 
travelled road. 

On our part, this 
terrain of unclaimed 
Kingdom treasure 
requires an eagerness 
of pursuit and a new 



depth of individual resolve. Paul was a risk- 
taker — yet his risks never went beyond an 
"in- Christ" momentum. Beyond the mark- 
ing of significant milestones in ministry, 
he continued his journey by revealing his 
true Christ-self. He lived a life unplanned 
by his own decisions but immersed in 
following the will of God for any future 
achievements. 

The Canada and Bermuda Territory has 
many stories to tell — some unheard of in 
whispers of humble service — and many yet 
to be discovered. I was just thinking ... we 
are each the historians of our own lives, yet 
with plenty of untapped potential to impact 
others for the sake of the gospel. 

Make your life count for Christ. Who 
knows? You, too, might be celebrated by 
a future generation. © 



Come to Winnipeg and celebrate 
125 /ears of God's work in and 
through The Salvation Arm/ in 
the Canada 8 Bermuda Territor/ 



3 inspiring worship happenings in the Calvar/ Temple 

• Celebrating the legacy 

• Celebrating the Good News 

• Celebrating Christ's energy at work 
(including the ordination, commissioning and 
appointments of the Heralds of the Good News Session) 



A Celebration of the Family 



A Celebration of Youth 



Explore what it means to be a Christian in your world 
ot the Ethics Symposium 



A Celebration of God through creative prayer 



An open-air Celebration of The Open Secret ot The Forks 
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This Is My Story 



A Series of Miraculous Events 

God works in marvellous ways to confirm his presence in our lives, 

if only we have eyes to see 



One of the most distinctive 
memories of my childhood 
is of my confirmation in the 
Anglican Church in Stayner, 
Ont. We were privileged to have a wonder- 
ful saint of God, Bishop Alan Read, who 
radiated the love and passion of Jesus 
Christ. As he stood before me, he was 
completely tuned in to my stammering 
words. I will never forget the encourage- 
ment and blessing that came over my 
heart as he placed his hands on mine. I 
was forever changed. 

Only months after this event, my world 
was plunged into darkness. One Sunday 
morning, while our family was at church, 
my older brother, Charles Edward, suf- 
fered a nervous breakdown and ended 
his life by shooting himself. I was 15, 
and this event was to shape my future in 
a profound way. 

I say this because now, more than 30 
years later, my husband and I work for 
The Salvation Army in Wiarton, Ont., 
in a building situated between Charles 
and Edward Streets. As if that were not 
enough, further confirmation of my call- 
ing to ministry came in another incident 
that occurred almost four years ago when 
my brothers Bible — something our fam- 
ily had never even seen — miraculously 
appeared. 

In 1970, when Charles was 
living in Orillia, Ont., his grand- 
mother sent him a Bible for his 
19th birthday. Thirty- three 
years later, in July 2003, a Bible 
turned up at our thrift store in 
Wiarton. Normally, any Bibles 
that are donated are put 
out right away for peo- 
ple to take. But because 
this particular Bible 
was losing its cover, 
it was placed in our 
corps prayer room £| 
to be mended. 



by Lieutenant Mary Millar, Wiarton, Ontario 



I wouldn't even have noticed it except 
for this one Sunday when we needed an 
extra Bible for a soldiership class we were 
conducting after the morning service. We 
usually have several Bibles throughout 
the room, but for some reason this week 
this was the only one there. It had a plain 
green cover that was coming off and didn't 
look to be in the best condition. Imagine 
my surprise when I opened it to read the 
inscription: "To Charles Maddock for his 
birthday. Love, Granty May 1970." 

I believe with all my heart that the 
hand of God brought this Bible to the 
Wiarton Salvation Army that day in answer 
to our prayers and faithfulness. I have 
learned that God is present with all of us 
in a powerful and personal way and that 
if we seek him, he is to be found (see 
Isaiah 55:6). 

In the fall of 1994, when I was asked 
to work for the Army's family services in 
Wiarton, I had just moved into the area 
with my husband, D wight, and our three 



God is present 
with all of us in a 
powerful and 
personal way, 
and if we seek 
him, he is to 
befound 






Lt Mary Millar 



I' 





Her brother's 

Bible provided a 

tangible link with Mary's past 

young children. We were already quite 
busy, yet somehow they persuaded me 
to help them through the busy Christmas 
season. By the time it was over I knew 
there was no turning back. I had found my 
calling. That January I read the words "Do 
something!" in The War Cry, and realized 
that everything I had experienced in my 
life up to that point had prepared me for 
this new ministry. 

I share with people constantly that my 
life has been a series of miraculous events. 
In fact, it is instances like these that enable 
us to continue through the storms of life 
that rock our foundation. 

We have had many challenges as we've 
sought to rebuild the Army's ministry in 
Wiarton, but I thank God for giving me my 
own personal ministry and praise him for 
each opportunity that comes my way. Even 
though sometimes I might be faced with 
seemingly impossible challenges, I know 
I am where God wants me to be. 

Lieutenant Mary Millar was one oj sev- 
eral storytellers at last years SAROOTS 
weekend. Plan now to attend this years 
event June 29-July 1 at Jackson's Point 
Conference Centre 




June 29-July 1 - Jackson's Point 
Conference Centre 
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How to Prevent 
Death By Sermon 



If you want exciting 
worship, turn off your 
"brain secretary" and 
balance tradition with 
the unexpected 



by Kim Garreffa 

Contemporary Music Consultant, Corps Ministries, Territorial Headquarters 



In her book Preventing 
Death by Lecture, moti- 
vational speaker Sharon 
Bowman teaches top 
executives from corporations 
such as Exxon, Microsoft and 
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts to 
capture employees' attention 
and prevent their minds from 
wandering. 

In her lectures she intro- 
duces them to "the brain 
secretary," the mysterious 
mechanism that puts our main 
brain on autopilot while we 
are doing something repeti- 
tive, something we're used to 
doing, such as washing dishes 
or driving a familiar route. 
This automated response is 
an enemy of learning. 

"The brain secretary is 
programmed to take care of 
the routine," she explains. "It 
says, 'Been there, done that. 
I've got it covered. Your mind 
can take a hike.' If a dog darts 
in front of the car, the brain 
secretary 'bangs on the door 
of the thinking brain,' which 
clicks into gear. 

"You have to keep the learn- 
ers' brains active," she tells her 
students as she perches a glass 
atop her head and throws a ball 
at one of her audience mem- 
bers. "Learning is not a specta- 
tor sport. The person doing the 
most talking is doing the most 
learning. We remember 20 per- 
cent of what we hear, but 90 
percent of what we say and 
do. Research shows that if you 
leave a group of adults sitting, 
listening for more than seven 
minutes, their minds begin to 
drift. Learning is directly pro- 
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portional to the amount of fun 
they're having. 

"You need to follow every 
eight or 10-minute segment of 
a presentation with at least 60 
seconds of something differ- 
ent. All learning is experience. 
Everything else is just informa- 
tion. If I want them to hear it, 
I talk. If I want them to learn 
it, they talk." 

What does this have to do 
with worship? Everything! 
Worship cannot be a passive 
experience. We worship by 
doing. So why is it that our 
churches are designed to be 



place. Don't believe me? Ask 
yourself this: What were the 
subjects of the sermons that 
I've heard in this past month? 
What songs do I remember 
singing? What did the band 
play? What did the songsters 
sing? And how much of what 
happened in the Sunday meet- 
ing has directly impacted my 
daily life since? 

Let's turn off our brain 
secretaries and begin to craft 
practical worship services that 
prepare us to engage in spiri- 
tual warfare in our day-to-day 
lives. Here are some ideas: 



Research shows that if you leave a group 

of adults sitting, listening for more than 

seven minutes, their minds begin to drift 



spectator-oriented, similar to 
watching a theatre play or lis- 
tening to a lecture? As a con- 
gregation, our worship service 
"experience" averages just one 
to two hours weekly. The rest 
of the time we are bombarded 
by the values of secular cul- 
ture. How can we make the 
most of our worship so as to 
make a permanent difference 
in our day-to-day routine? 

Worship does not come 
naturally to us. We must learn 
it. We must practise it. And 
what better opportunity do we 
have than at church? Yet most 
of the time, church is a passive 
experience. We mostly listen 
and watch. Then we go home 
and forget most of what took 



1. Involve all of the senses. 

Usually worship services are 
mostly about sound (hear- 
ing) and sight. If we want to 
remember what we learned in 
the next few days and weeks, 
we must begin to involve other 
senses in worship — taste, smell 
and touch. 

I read about one creative 
pastor who was speaking about 
Christ, our "Bread of Life." As 
a stroke of genius, he set up 
bread makers along the walls 
on each side of the sanctuary. 
As the service progressed, the 
congregation could smell the 
wonderful aroma of bread 
baking right in the sanctuary. 
They finished the service by 



breaking bread and sharing 
communion together. 

Although this congrega- 
tion had participated in com- 
munion many times before, 
guess which service they never 
forgot. And what happened 
the next time they sniffed the 
aroma of freshly-baked bread? 
They were instantly taken back 
to that particular communion 
service and remembered the 
lesson that Jesus is our Bread 
of Life. 

2. Rebrand everyday objects. 

Most people have heard of the 
concept of branding in media. 
Show someone the "golden 
arches" and they will imme- 
diately respond "McDonald's!" 
The general public, when 
shown a Red Shield, will 
automatically recognize The 
Salvation Army. That is our 
brand, our logo. Using a con- 
cept called "rebranding," we 
can repurpose everyday objects 
to remind us of God, the gos- 
pel and worship. 

At the beginning of a 
worship service at last year's 
SAROOTS, we were each 
handed a piece of charcoal. 
We weren't allowed to put it 
down but had to keep hold- 
ing it until we received further 
instructions. As the service 
progressed, our hands became 
black as we awkwardly tried 
not to touch our clothes or 
any other object. 

Eventually we were led in 
a devotional on sin and con- 
fession that related the con- 
tamination of our hands to the 
contamination of sin in our 



hearts. We then practised a 
time of confession by laying 
our charcoal at the base of a 
cross and washing our hands 
in bowls provided for us. Six 
months later I can still viv- 
idly recall that service. Now, 
every time I see charcoal, I 
automatically remember the 
ritual of confession and its 
significance. 

3. Balance tradition with 
unexpected. We must find 
ways to force our brains out 
of autopilot. If the order of ser- 
vice, the way we sing our songs 
and the leadership voices we 
hear never change from week 
to week, our brain goes into 
"secretary mode." We can't 
help it! To keep a congrega- 
tion focused and alert, we must 
throw them curveballs from 
time to time. Here's how: 

4. Rethink the use of space. 

Take some of the "entertain- 
ment" off the platform and 
into the congregation. What 
if the band or songsters one 
Sunday perform their selec- 
tion in the sanctuary aisles? I 
guarantee you the congrega- 
tion will pay close attention, 
and remember what they 
heard long after the service is 
finished. What if Scripture is 
presented by several congre- 
gational members who stand 
right where they are, alternat- 
ing lines randomly? I'm sure 
no congregational member will 
be snoozing after that. 

5. Vary the texture of voices 
and instruments. What if a 
vocal soloist begins a service 
by suddenly singing out the 
first verse to All Creatures of 
Our God and King, with no 
accompaniment or introduc- 
tion? I guarantee the congrega- 
tion will quieten down and pay 
attention. Help a congregation 
focus on the lyrics of an old 
hymn by singing it in a new 
way. For example, begin with 
the chorus of How Great Thou 
Art — allowing the congrega- 
tion to enjoy the sound of 
their own voices worshipping 



by singing a eappella — then 
transition into the third verse 
instead of the first. Use a guitar 
to softly accompany a hymn 
instead of the expected band 
arrangement. Ask the songsters 
to sing one the verses in four- 
part harmony Introduce a new 
chorus by having it sung as a 
solo, with the congregation 
joining in the second time. 

6. Creatively combine words 
and melodies. Try singing Be 
Thou My Vision with the chorus 
"Christ is all, my all in all." 
Use the chorus "On Christ, the 
solid rock, I stand" with the 
contemporary hymn In Christ 
Alone. Pair new tunes with old 
hymns, such as The Rose with 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
and John Denver's Annie's Song 
with He Giveth More Grace. 
Add a new twist by singing 
fast songs slowly, such as I've 
Found a Friend in Jesus, and 
introducing new choruses 
in combination with famil- 
iar songs. Chris Tomlin's The 
Wonderful Cross and Amazing 
Grace (My Chains Are Gone) are 
great examples. 



7. Add visual surprises in 
unexpected places. While the 
congregation is singing, have 
a chore graphed mime group, 
flag wavers, sign language 
experts or timbrelists suddenly 
join in part-way through. Don't 
announce a drama sketch in 
advance — have it happen sud- 
denly from an unexpected 
entrance. 

8. Encourage the congrega- 
tion to interact. Go beyond 
just standing or clapping. Allow 
them a moment to share with 
their neighbour something that 
has happened to them in rela- 
tion to the sermon theme, or let 
them answer a question posed 
by the pastor. I still remem- 
ber the Sunday that Colonel 
Glen Shepherd, chief secretary, 
allowed a question-and-answer 
period during his sermon. That 
bit of interaction is permanently 
etched in my memory. 

Another time, our corps 
officer handed out plastic balls 
to every member of the con- 
gregation. After his sermon on 
"community," we were given 
fine-point markers and told 




to get other people to sign 
our ball, while sharing with 
them what their friendship has 
meant to us personally. I still 
have that ball, and every time 
I pick it up and see the signa- 
tures of my friends, I remem- 
ber to pray for them. 

9. Use media to its full 
advantage. When Major Floyd 
Tidd, corps ministries secre- 
tary, THQ, showed the open- 
ing scene of the film Saving 
Private Ryan at a Remembrance 
Day service, accompanied by 
the beautiful song Bring Him 
Home from Les Miser ables, I 
felt a wave of emotion that 
still resonates with me. One 
Good Friday service, after we 
sang In the Cross, with its third 
verse — "Bring its scenes before 
me" — a scene of Christ's cruci- 
fixion from the movie Jesus was 
shown silently on screen while 
a flute player quietly played 
the hymn in the background. 
It was a powerful setup for 
the Easter devotional that fol- 
lowed. 

10. Form a worship commit- 
tee. In many churches, key 
members meet regularly to 
brainstorm creative ways to 
engage their congregation in 
worship. When the bandmas- 
ter, songster leader, contem- 
porary worship leader, youth 
leader, corps officer, sound and 
media personnel, and other 
creative members of the con- 
gregation get together, it is a 
means of co-ordinating a fluid, 
thematic service. Involving a 
variety of people in worship 
planning and leadership also 
discourages passivity and 
impacts the congregation in 
memorable ways. As worship- 
pers become more engaged, 
the lessons they experience in 
the morning service will spill 
over into their daily routine 
and help them see that all of 
life is worship. 

For further worship ideas, the 
bimonthly F-Worship newslet- 
ter can be downloaded at www. 
themeonline.ca 
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Launching a community 
^ choir was an adventure in faith 

7£ Cn7zjzrts 

by Major Len Ballantine, Corps Officer, Yorkminster Citadel, Toronto 



Last year I was reflecting on how 
The Salvation Army's well-known 
and excellent musical traditions 
are so rarely translated into viable 
outreach opportunities. Why do we hold 
our best gifts so close to our chests? Why 
not apply our passion to something that 
directly adds value to the community? 

An idea was born: Why not bring 
together people who love to sing and see 
what happens? Singing, after all, is an 
exercise of spirit that unifies people under 
a common goal. What can be bad about 
that? There are numerous songs that are 
almost hymn-like and leave plenty of room 
for spiritual application, such as You'll 
Never Walk Alone, The Rose and Climb Every 
Mountain, not to mention spirituals, which 
abound in every conceivable style. 

Overcoming Hurdles 

After pulling together the agreement 
of corps, division and territory, that's 
exactly what we did. In September 
2006, a new ministry venture called the 
GTA Community Choir was launched at 
Yorkminster Citadel. Little did I know 
that only a few months later, my wife and 
I would be appointed to Yorkminster as 
the corps officers. At the time, all I knew 
was that this project needed a place and a 
people willing to embrace a new ministry 
with full heart. Yorkminster Citadel, a 
corps already known for its choral excel- 
lence, was a natural fit. 

The GTA (Greater Toronto Area) 
stretches across many corps boundaries, 
and I realized that if Salvationists at large 
were going to bring friends and participate 
themselves, then Ontario Central DHQ 
would need to understand the whys and 
wherefores. One of our key objectives was 
to become a strong fellowship group in 
hopes that any Salvationists who joined 
would be encouraged to see themselves 
as "salt and light" in the choir. 

As territorial secretary for music and 
gospel arts, I saw this new venture as an 
opportunity to test the waters for a new 
kind of ministry and develop strategies 
in a real working environment. With the 
encouragement of local, regional and now 
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territorial Salvation Army governance, we 
were ready to launch. 

Making It a Reality 

At our first rehearsal we had more than 
40 singers — many total strangers to one 
another. Some were understandably ner- 
vous, wondering what on earth they had 



extensive advertising in the community 
and had come on their own. Others were 
brought by Salvationists as a fellowship 
activity. Five couples even came for "mar- 
riage therapy," claiming they had nothing 
in their lives that they did together. 

For Christmas With The Salvation 
Army at Roy Thomson Hall, the GTA 




signed up for. But all that soon changed as 
we began to work together, laugh together 
and share refreshments in the lobby At our 
second rehearsal the singing was mark- 
edly improved, almost as if everyone had 
left their shyness at home and had begun 
to invest themselves wholeheartedly in 
song. Throughout the autumn and into 
Christmas preparations we maintained a 
strong attendance on a weekly basis. 

When things settled down our group 
reflected an interesting demographic. 
About a third was made up of uniformed 
Salvationists, fully involved in music sec- 
tions and/or active members of their own 
corps. Another third represented non-uni- 
formed attendees who were not as active 
in their corps life. The final third were 
from the community at large, with no 
Army connections whatsoever. Most had 
simply heard about the choir through our 



Mjr Len Ballantine leads the choir in 
rehearsal 



Community Choir took its place among 
the other songster brigades and proudly 
presented carols and songs of the season 
to the warm-hearted approval of the 
2,500 in attendance. With our first live 
singing venture under our belts, we were 
ready to face the new year with interest 
and optimism. 

Although it was never my intention 
to make this group a performance-driven 
choir, we have managed to attract a little 
attention and will take at least two more 
singing engagements before the sum- 
mer break. 

This new ministry has already added 
value to our community. Only time will 
tell what greater good will be done for 
the Kingdom through the lives of its 
members. 





Resources 


• 





Hallelujah Choruses 

Volume 14 

An excellent praise and worship music 
resource for choirs or praise teams, well 
suited for performance or the leading of con- 
gregational singing. Format includes three- 
part (SAB) vocals and keyboard (with chord 
symbols). 



The Gospel According to Hollywood 

Worship Series 

David Puttnam, producer of the film Chan'ots of Fire, states, 
"Far more than any other influence, more than school, more 
than home — my attitudes, dreams, preconceptions and pre- 
conditions for life have been irreversibly 
shaped by a place called Hollywood." 
This study of the spiritual disciplines 
calls us to a fresh sensitivity to God's 
voice speaking through the unexpected 
parables we find in, of all things, the 
movies. Includes 11 worship outlines, 
with Scripture readings, songs, sermon 
notes, movie clips and CD-ROM. 



Caught in the Act ... of Worsh 

Drama sketches add variety and depth 
to our worship services. Seeing the Word 
portrayed, in addition to hearing it pro- 
claimed, can provide worshippers with 
increased understanding and perspective. 
A package of 10-12 sketches is published 
each year with Scriptural references, 
stage directions, production notes, syn- 
opses and themes. 



The Musician's Core 

40 Devotions for Music Groups 

Based on The Heart of the Artist by Rory Noland, this devo- 
tional guide is intended for groups involved in weekly music 
ministry such as a choir, band or praise 
team. Topics include the spiritual dis- 
ciplines of the musician, servanthood 
versus stardom, excellence versus perfec- 
tionism and the musician in community. 
Its purpose is to provide leaders with a 
resource for rehearsal devotions that will 
challenge members to focus on spiritual 
direction and purposeful ministry. 

Equipped for Battle 

Worship Series 

This resource, based on the 11 Salvation Army Doctrines, 

will enable all Salvationists to further explore what we 

believe. Most of the material is based 

on three books: Equipped for Battle (Jim 

Garrington), The Purpose Driven Life (Rick 

Warren) and Think Like Jesus (George 

Barna). Includes 16 worship outlines, 

Scripture readings, dramas, sermon notes, 

suggested songs and special music, plus 

CD-ROM. 
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Profiles of Worship 

Worship Series 

This series profiles biblical figures from the 
Old and New Testaments who were forever 
altered by their encounter with the living 
God. Though not biographies in the gen- 
eral sense, they teach us valuable lessons 
about worship, based on each person's 
life and experiences. Includes 10 complete 
worship outlines with suggested songs, Scripture, media 
options, readings, dramas, special music options and sermon 
notes that can be used effectively from the smallest to the 
largest settings. Also contains instrumental and vocal selec- 
tions for each week. 



The Concert of Holiness 

Worship Series 

Holiness is not only the essential charac- 
teristic of God's nature but also the central 
emphasis of his Word. God is holy and we 
are to be holy, too. This comprehensive 
resource contains 10 complete worship 
outlines with suggested music, Scripture, 
readings, dramas and sermon plans that can 
inspire your congregation. In addition, it 
contains Bible studies and youth resources for each week 
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The Concert of Prayer 

Worship Series 

If prayer is so essential, why is it so diffi- 
cult to find the space and time to fit it into 
our weekly schedule? The Concert of Prayer 
has been created as a small step designed 
to literally bring our Army to its knees, 
both on a personal and corporate level. 
Includes nine complete worship outlines 
with suggested music, Scripture, readings, 
dramas and sermon notes that will bring 
participants closer to God. 



The Perfect Ten 

Worship Series 

The challenge for each of us is to walk 
closely enough to God, each day, that we 
might discern how his words apply to every 
circumstance we encounter. This compre- 
hensive resource contains 10 complete 
worship outlines with suggested songs, 
Scripture, media options, readings, dramas, 
special music options, a study guide for 
teens and sermon notes. In addition, it contains instrumen- 
tal and vocal selections for each week. 

For these and other great products contact 

The Salvation Army Christian Book and Supply Centres: 

2 Overlea Blvd, Toronto ON M4H 1P4; 

phone: 416-422-6100; e-mail: orderdesk@can.salvationarmy.org 

21 Adams Ave, St. Johns NL Al C 4Z1; 

phone: 709-579-3291; e-mail: stjtrade@can.salvationarmy.org 

Taxes, shipping and handling extra 
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All in the Family of 

GOD 



Liturgical singing, Taize, rock music, visual 

art . . . When it comes to exploring new forms 

of worship, the Army must be more like a 

curious toddler than a rebellious teenager 



by Major Brenda Smith 

Christian Ministry and Worship Studies Instructor, 
William and Catherine Booth College, Winnipeg 




f you think of the Church as the family 
of God, then The Salvation Army must 
be one of its younger siblings. Being 
the toddler in the family affords us a 
place of privilege. As one of the youngest, 
we bring fresh life and laughter into the 
household of faith, yet we also benefit 
from the experience of our older broth- 
ers and sisters in Christ. None of us have 
totally reached maturity yet, but some 
have been on the road longer than we 
have and can act as coaches and guides 
for us in this spiritual adventure of being 
the Church. It would be foolish of us not 
to take advantage of all that other tradi- 
tions can teach us! 

This is especially true for us in the area 
of worship. While we are often concerned 
with our denominational uniqueness, we 
must not strive to be different just for the 
sake of being different. That's a role usually 
assigned to a rebellious teenager. We can 
maintain certain distinctives yet still avail 
ourselves of the gifts the larger Church offers 
to deepen our corporate worship life. 

I write about the gifts of the greater 
Church to our worship with this proviso: 
while my experience in other worship set- 
tings has been positive, I know this is not 
the case for everyone. Some people have 
had bad experiences and question other 
denominations' doctrinal positions. But 
let's be honest. The same could be said for 
many people's experience with the Army. 
For the purpose of this article, my focus 
is on the positive gifts the larger church 
community offers us for worship practice, 
rather than on another's denominational 
quirks. The truth is, we all have them — no 
family is perfect! 

Sung Dialogue with God: The 
Contemporary Catholic Church 

A visit to St. Mary's Cathedral in Winnipeg 
will quickly dissipate any notions that 
Catholic worship is inaccessible. In this 
lively congregation an engaging dialogue 
takes place as easily learned responses, 
affirmations and prayers are sung through- 
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In Taize services, the idea is to sing in 
continual circles of prayer like the unbroken 
song that surrounds the throne of God 



out the service. Worshippers are full par- 
ticipants in a seamless flow of conversation 
between the community of faith and God. 
What God has done for us in Christ per- 
meates every facet of the mass. 

There is no "emcee" giving directions 
throughout the service such as: "And now 
time for the announcements" or "Please 
turn your attention to the next song that 
is on the PowerPoint screen in front of 
you" or "Sorry I can't hear you. Sing a little 
louder." Instead, a cantor (song leader) 
leads the congregation through the lit- 
urgy with simple gestures. In so doing, 
worship is owned by the people. They 
are alert, ready and willing participants 
in their worship. 

While we may not have a set pattern for 
worship, we can help our congregations 
take more ownership of their worship 
by providing a simple order of worship 
that they are responsible to follow and 
participate in. If songs are on-screen, put 
an explanatory note in your order of wor- 
ship. Do not state the obvious. A simple 
raising of the arm will indicate when it's 
time to begin singing or speaking. 

We can also teach our congregations 
simple refrains that can help worshippers 
respond to God's speaking without the 
need for visual prompts. Of course, many 
simple prayer refrains we know already. It's 
how we re-imagine their use throughout 
a worship service that can help create a 
seamless dialogue with God. Simple songs 
like the first two lines of "Here I am to 
worship, here I am to bow down, here I 
am to say that you're my God" or a slower 
singing of "On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
all other ground is sinking sand; all other 
ground is sinking sand" are appropriate 
responses to Scripture readings, opening 
prayers, litanies, calls to worship, prayers 
of petition or affirmations of faith. 

In the Style of Taize: 
Contemplative Worship 

Another way to worship comes to us from 
an ecumenical monastery located in Taize, 



France. While the monastery itself is not 
old, the contemplative tradition it follows 
has been practised by Christians since the 
earliest days of the Church. Thousands of 
Christians, mostly young people, visit Taize 
every year to participate in the worship 
services held there. Using original music 
of simple, chant-like refrains, songs are 
repeated over and over as prayer. The idea 
is to sing in continual circles of prayer 
like the unbroken song that surrounds 
the throne of God. This type of service 
is an engagement in contemplative com- 
munity worship that allows the Spirit to 
make space in worshippers' hearts through 
the singing. 

In addition to singing, silence and 
Scripture reading are important parts of 
a Taize service. Our world is so full of 
noise we have trouble knowing what it is 
to "be still and know that he is God." The 
practice of silence has been an important 
spiritual discipline since the days of Jesus. 
In a Taize service, worshippers have oppor- 
tunity to practise silence in community. 
While it may be a difficult exercise, it is 
not awkward. People are listening to the 
Spirit interpret God's voice to their heart. 
How else can we hear from God if we 
are always doing all the talking or always 
engaging in noisy activity? 

You don't have to travel to France 
to attend a Taize service. In most major 
cities, Taize services are held at various 
locations. Usually they are discovered 
through word of mouth, so you might 
have to search for them. Often Anglican 
or Presbyterian churches can point you in 
the right direction. However, the worship 
resources from Taize are available to us all. 
They are easily accessible on the Internet 
from GIA publishers. 

Back to the Future: 
Alternative/Emerging Worship 

There is a lot of talk about "the emerging 
church" these days. What this means is 
pretty wide open. It's kind of like the 
term "postmodern" — it speaks more of 



an approach to worship than to a formula 
or method. For example, a congregation 
may call itself alternative because they 
incorporate a high degree of multime- 
dia in their worship services. Another 
emerging congregation may use as little 
equipment as possible — no PowerPoint, 
not even a microphone if they can get 
away with it — but their sanctuary is rich 
in symbols, icons and artistic represen- 
tations. What these two congregations 
have in common is a renewed emphasis 
on visual art, symbol, sign, sacred action, 
sacraments and multicultural awareness. 
The spoken and written word is viewed 
as "art" or craft. 

While emerging/alternative congrega- 
tions see themselves as doing something 
new and different, they draw extensively 
on Church history and worship tradition 
as resources for worship practice. Some 
describe this approach as "ancient-future 
worship." Here, high Anglican liturgy is 
coupled with rock music, or ancient repro- 
ductions of icons are prominent features 
in the worship space while all the music 
sung is original compositions by con- 
gregational members. Wesley's covenant 
renewal service is incorporated with media 
art, or sermons can be more like poetry 
readings or dramatic meditations. Social 
justice, mystery, transcendence, doubt 
and creativity are all seen as necessary 
and authentic aspects to faith. 

Many typical praise and worship bands 
are changing their worship style as well. 
Called church musicians, they sit to the 
side or at the back of the sanctuary as 
opposed to being front and centre. They 
do this for several reasons. First, it's a 
reaction against an entertainment style 
of worship leading. Another reason is 
so that the congregation can focus on 
either the cross or some other symbols 
of worship rather than on a personality. 
Finally, it allows a congregation to take 
more responsibility for their worship. They 
can't depend on those up front to carry 
worship for them. 
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In 'ancient-future worship" high Anglican liturgy is 
coupled with rock music, or ancient reproductions of 
icons are prominent features in the worship space 



The Joy of Giving: 
First Nations Traditions 

Since ministering in northern British 
Columbia I have often felt we needed to 
learn about the joy of giving from our First 
Nations brothers and sisters. At an appro- 
priate time during the service (usually 
during a song of thanksgiving to God), an 
elder from the congregation begins a joyful 
procession up to the holiness table to lay 
down the offerings and tithes. There's no 
solemn passing of the plate to a mournful 
offertory that espouses our tremendous 
consecration. This is the act of cheerful 
givers — the kind God loves! This is a joy- 
ful response to the gift of God in Christ. 
They seem to get it — it's not about us; it's 
about the goodness of God! 

Making the Most of the Church 
Year: Liturgical Worship 

Lastly many denominations are taking the 
Church calendar more seriously. While 
many Army corps are slowly recovering 
this means of spiritual formation, more 
can be done to engage a congregation's 
experience of the birth, life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

For example, in my neighbourhood 
Lutheran church, the season of Advent 
extends far beyond the scope of a simple 
candle-lighting and reading at the begin- 
ning of a worship service. Advent is actu- 
ally practised. Just as in centuries past 
when God's people waited for his interven- 
tion in revealing the promised Messiah, 
so too we must learn what it means to 
wait as Christians for the culmination of 
God's promises. 

How do we learn to wait? In a culture 
that sees waiting as an inconvenience, we 
learn to wait by waiting. One way Messiah 
Lutheran and many other churches do this 
is by putting off the singing of Christmas 
carols until the festival of Christmas 
begins (December 24), singing the songs 
of Advent instead. These are songs that 
speak of our longing, hopes, questions 
and anticipation of God breaking into 
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our lives and world both now and at the 
culmination of history. 

Doing this takes courage and tenacity. 
Most of us want to avoid the unpleasant- 
ness and inconvenience of waiting. But it is 
only in waiting that we learn what it means 
to hope, and hope is a crucial quality of 
God's people. The gospel is a gospel of 
hope, but only to those wait for it. *1 



Further Resources 

www.taize.fr/en 

www. textweek. com 

www.ocp.org 

www.spiritandsong.com 

www. worshiphelps .blogs . com 

www. emergingworship . org 

www.iona.org.uk 




Just Between Us 



How to Procrastinate Effectively 

If it weren't for the last minute I'd never get anything done 

by Captain Kathie Chiu 

Corps Officer and Executive Director of The Caring Place Ministries, Mountain View Community Church, Maple Ridge, B.C. 



Oh no! I forgot to do my home- 
work!" Nathan cried. Now it 
was too late and the panicked 
look on his face revealed that 
he knew it. Yesterday my son played out- 
side after school, ate supper, watched TV 
and then it was bedtime. Although it was 
a priority, homework didn't seem all that 
interesting. 

Sometimes we just don't want to do 
what we know we have to do. When we 
face a task that has to be done, it's hard to 
get motivated. If it's a demanding task, we 
can often feel overwhelmed. When that 
happens, we procrastinate. 

If it weren't for deadlines, I'd be 
completely lost. And if it weren't 
for the last minute, I'd never get 
anything done. Grant proposals 
must be submitted by a certain date. 
Sermons must be done by Sunday 
morning. Payroll has to be pro- 
cessed on time. And if you're not 
at the school at 2:55 p.m., you'll 
get a call telling you you've forgot 
your children again. (Of course, I 
never do that.) 

As families grow and job respon- 
sibilities change, life can become tough 
to manage. Deadlines loom and the 
pressures can mount. I never expected 
to become a grandmother so soon, nor 
did I think there would be six of them 
in six years while I still had children at 
home. But life happens and we must learn 
to cope. 

So, for my own mental health, I've 
decided to try a new way of looking at 
things. I mean, why push yourself when 
there's a better option available? From 
now on, I'm going to procrastinate on 
purpose. According to Professor John 
Perry of Stanford University's philosophy 
department, procrastination can be good 
for you. Here are some ways to help you 
procrastinate effectively: 
• Fill your time with activities that can be 
described as useful. Watching the news 
is called keeping up with current events. 
Surfing the web is important research 
for college papers. Having a coffee with 
friends is networking. Remember, what- 
ever activity you engage in, it must be 



more enjoyable than the task you're 
avoiding. 

• Set a goal for how long you want to 
procrastinate. That way, you have proof 
that you have every intention of finishing 
the task you're avoiding. 

• Use schedule conflicts to your advantage. 
Often something that was put off last 
month can be an excuse to get out of 
doing that new task on the top of your 
to-do list. 

• Use clear thinking and justification. If 
you can't find a way to justify the pro- 
crastination, then you're not learning 




Sometimes we just don't 
want to do what we 
know we have to do 



how to procrastinate properly. 

• What's more important: money or 
friends? Being there for your friends 
when they need you outranks earning 
money. 

• And remember, never put off until tomor- 
row what you can ignore entirely. 

Learning how to procrastinate effec- 
tively can be a useful tool in a busy world. 
Yet I believe God has a better way for us to 
handle our stress. In Luke 14:16-24, we 
read about the man who invited people 
to supper. All the invitees had an excuse 



as to why they couldn't come, one by one 
turning him down. So he sent his servant 
out to the highway to invite anyone who 
would come. The lesson for us is clear — 
don't put off God's invitation. In this case, 
procrastination can be deadly. 

Most Christians have good intentions. 
There are a lot of things we want to do for 
the Lord, but somehow these things get 
put off until tomorrow. For some, how- 
ever tomorrow never seems to get here. 
Proverbs 27:1 says, "Do not boast about 
tomorrow, for you do not know what a 
day may bring." 

Here are some ways to help you get 
the job done when everything is 
SX piling up: 

m\ • Pray It sounds simple, but I set 
my phone to beep to remind 
me to pray. The busier I am the 
more I need to pray. 
• Make a list. But not one of those 
prioritized ones. I have a note- 
pad on my desk and each day I 
write down all the things I need 
to do. I start with something 
small so that I feel I've accom- 
plished something. Then I dig 
into something that I know will 
take more energy. 

• Stop, get up and stretch. I try to get up 
and talk to someone for a minute and 
maybe get myself something to drink. 
This helps clear my mind, especially if 
I'm stuck with something. When I return 
to my task, I can start again with a fresh 
perspective. 

• Drink water and eat properly. There's 
nothing worse than starting your day 
on an empty stomach and loading up 
on caffeine. 

• If you don't accomplish everything on 
your list, that's OK. At the end of the day, 
I see what I've crossed off and congratu- 
late myself on getting at least something 
done. Then I transfer the other items to 
tomorrow's list. 

Procrastination never really helps. It is 
better to start a hard task and get it half 
done than start nothing at all. The only 
things we should put off until tomorrow 
are those things that we shouldn't be doing 
at all! 
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God on Your IPod 

\ 

New technology is taking the church to places 
we never thought possible. How to use modern 
\ means to communicate a timeless truth 



by Josh Cowing 

Territorial Multimedia Team, U.S.A. Western Territory 



T 



oday's technology allows us to 
enhance our message with graph- 
ics that grab, sounds that stimulate 
and video that visually transports 
the viewer into the message. Ease of use 
and the falling cost of technology have 
brought us to the point where any message 
can be accompanied with a PowerPoint 
presentation. The advent of web-logs, 
commonly referred to as "blogs," and now 
podcasting, have given even moderately 
tech-savvy people with something to say 
(and frequently those with nothing to say) 
the means to reach a worldwide audi- 
ence. Using all of these new advances in 
technology, we can create a cornucopia of 
stimulation that makes people sit up and 
say, "WOW, what a great show!" However, 
anytime we put these tools to use, we run 
the risk of our message getting lost in the 
razzle-dazzle of the media. 

Contrary to what most people might 
think, multimedia is not a new avenue for 
communication. Even with all our modern 
advances in technology, we are still chas- 
ing the best example the world has ever 
seen of using multimedia to effectively 
deliver a memorable message. All our 
gigabytes of RAM, terabytes of memory 
and high-definition video capabilities 
pale in comparison with a pioneer who 
was clearly ahead of his time. Jesus was 
a trailblazer in the field of communica- 
tion who knew how to deliver a message 
that would be remembered. His straight- 
forward, uncomplicated method was to 
communicate through a symphony of 
the senses, creating a wonderfully crafted 
orchestration of sight, sound, smell, touch 
and taste. 

On one occasion he gathered his hun- 
gry students in a small candlelit room. As 
they sat in the warm glow of the illumi- 
nated area sharing in conversation, their 
eyes were gently drawn to him as he took 
a piece of bread and gave thanks. One by 
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one, their fingers felt the ragged edges of 
the torn bread as he passed the broken 
pieces among them. The comforting aroma 
encompassed them as they lifted it to their 
lips to savour. The composition of the mes- 
sage was made complete when his students 
heard him say, "This is my body, which is 
given for you." In the simple stillness of a 
small room, without computers, cables or 
even electricity, a message was delivered 
that we still remember today, more than 
2,000 years later. That's multimedia! 

Most people are confused about just 
what multimedia is. As we see in the above 
example, it's more than just audio ampli- 
fication and lyrics flashed on the screen. 
What we really mean when we say mul- 

Jesus was a trailblazer 

in the field of 

communication who 

knew how to deliver a 

message that would be 

remembered 

timedia is "multi-sensory" Each of our 
senses is like a receiving door, through 
which information is passed. Our senses 
are the only way we can receive infor- 
mation from the outside world; if some- 
thing doesn't make it through one of those 
doors, it doesn't make it into our heads. 
Therefore, if we as communicators want 
to ensure that our message is retained, 
we need to target as many of those doors 
simultaneously as possible. Jesus knew that 
the more senses he included in delivering 
his message of hope for salvation, the more 
likely his audience would be to understand 



and accept that message. 

This brings us to today's church, and 
why we feel it's so important that multi- 
media play a role. Let's look at another 
example. Think for a minute about a TV 
commercial that you've seen recently for 
a hamburger. Implicit in any given ham- 
burger commercial are several different 
forms of media. Sound and video, obvi- 
ously; but in all likelihood, the commercial 
also showed someone picking up that 
hamburger, so you the viewer can remem- 
ber what a hamburger feels like. Then the 
person in the commercial no doubt took 
a big bite. This, too, is designed to help 
you recall the taste of a hamburger, in the 
hopes that you will then want to go out 
and buy one. If Smell-a-Vision had been 
invented, you can be sure the advertisers 
would be taking advantage of your fifth 
sense, too! These different senses are all 
being accessed at the same time, and they 
all support the message: you should want 
a hamburger. 

If so much care is taken to craft a 
message about a hamburger, how much 
more important is it for us, the church, to 
take the same amount of time and careful 
thought to craft our message — life's most 
important message — for the world? If we 
as the church fail to keep up, we run the 
risk of becoming culturally obscure and 
irrelevant. 

It was with this thought in mind that 
the leadership of the U.S.A. Western 
Territory set out to change The Salvation 
Army's approach to multimedia by putting 
together the territorial multimedia team. 
Rather than just being a production entity, 
hired to produce videos, audio recordings 
and live events, the territorial multimedia 
team has much loftier goals. Not only 
does the team aim to help divisions and 
corps learn how to create and more effec- 
tively implement multimedia into their 
ministry, they also want to help people 



understand that the creation and delivery 
of appropriate multimedia should be seen 
as a ministry. Just as playing in a band or 
singing in a songster brigade is viewed 
as an act of service, the running of the 
soundboard and co-ordinating projection 
of video should be seen as an opportunity 
for personal ministry as well. 

To that end, the ultimate goal of the 
territorial multimedia team in the U.S.A. 
Western Territory is to see implemented, 
at each corps, a multimedia ministry team 
that is held in the same regard as any 
other group that contributes to the weekly 
worship services. By meeting regularly to 
determine the kind of multimedia needed 



each week, these teams will help worship 
services run smoother, important behind- 
the-scenes tasks won't be left to whoever 
happens to be around, and people will be 
provided with opportunities for service 
that don't solely involve musical talent. 
Additionally, we'll be ensuring that our 
message of salvation is being delivered in 
the most effective and culturally-relevant 
way possible. 

It needs to be said that we are by no 
means advocating anything as drastic as 
the wholesale removal of Salvation Army 
Songbooks or Bibles from Sunday morn- 
ing meetings in favour of projected lyrics 
and Scripture passages. Quite the contrary. 




Often there is no better way to set the 
mood for a meeting than to allow people 
to be physically involved by reaching for 
their Bibles, feeling the tissue-paper pages 
between their fingers, and listening as 
those around them rustle the pages look- 
ing for a particular passage of Scripture. 
That's all multimedia too, and as long as 
we're intentional about how we use it, 
there's no right or wrong answer for how 
to implement multimedia in ministry. 

The good news is, there are many Army 
corps that are already taking steps in this 
direction. Nearly half currently use a video 
projector in support of their worship ser- 
vices. Still others use overhead projectors 
(and yes, that counts as multimedia too!). 
Many corps have an audio tape ministry, 
and a handful have begun podcasting 
the recordings of their worship services, 
exposing their message to a worldwide 
audience. Many also maintain their own 
websites. 

The territorial multimedia team exists 
to be a resource to the field. We encour- 
age anyone, regardless of experience or 
expertise, who has interest in this area to 
get in touch with us with their questions, 
concerns or multimedia needs. Above all, 
we hope that Salvationists catch the vision 
for multimedia and continue to seek out 
new ways to deliver to the lost life's most 
important message. © 

The territorial multimedia team in U.S.A. 
Western Territory is comprised of Josh 
Cowing and Richard Brown. E-mail them at 
josh_cowing@usw.salvationarmy. org and 
richard_brown@usw.salvationarmy.org. 

Online Resources 

http://mediamoment.blogspot.com — A 
weekly podcast designed for Salvationists 
interested in using multimedia effectively in 
a ministry setting. 
http://sermonspice.com — A great 
site where you can purchase pictures, 
devotional videos and more. 
http://creativecow.com — Software 
tutorials, user forums where you can post a 
question, product reviews ... this site has it 
all — for free! 

http://www.cnet.com — Another great site 
for up-to-the-minute news and user-posted 
product reviews. 

http://www.lynda.com — A fantastic 
resource that offers video training on 
every program you can think of, for a small 
subscription fee. 

http://www.thinkgeek.com — For that 
hard-to-buy-for media or computer 
enthusiast on your list. 
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RECOGNITION AND ENROLMENT 
A Family Affair 

TRITON, NFLD. & LAB.— Arianna CharleneVincent is dedicated back 
to God by her parents, Cpts Corey and CharleneVincent. Conducting 
the ceremony were Arianna's grandparents, Mjrs Gerald and Doreen 
Lacey, supported by grandparents Corvin and Penny Vincent 




Faithful Service Recognized 

CHANNEL/PORT-AUX-BASQUES, NFLD. & LAB.— Left: Sam Durdle 
recieves an appreciation certificate for five years as CSM. Right: Lena 
Billard receives an appreciation certificate for 16 years as over-sixty 
club secretary. Cpts Kent and Dena Hepditch, COs, are shown making 
the presentations 



jm — — ^^^ 

^tk*L ** H "^ 




Double Covenant at 
Vancouver 614 

VANCOUVER— New soldiers Jeni 
Parsons and Regan Lipsett are welcomed 
at Vancouver 614 Corps. In an unusual 
momentfollowing their enrolment, Regan 
knelt down during his testimony and asked 
Jeni to marry him. The congregation 
erupted when Jeni said yes! 




New Growth in Smiths Falls 

SMITHS FALLS, ONT. — New soldiers and adherents are welcomed. 
From left, Beryl Lily, Irene Briggs, Charlie Smith, Clara Sovey, George 
Lily, Shanda Fuller 




ft** V 

Nil lam and Catherine 

BoothCollege 

EDUCATION WITHOUT BORDERS 



25th Anniversary Weekend 
April 27-29 

With General Shaw Clifton and 
Commissioner Helen Clifton 

Friday 

6 p.m. - Anniversary Banquet presented by 

Manitoba and Northwest Ontario Division and 

Booth College 

Saturday 

2:30 p.m. - Booth College Alumni Reunion, 

Booth College 

7 p.m. - Booth College 25th Anniversary 

Celebration, Southlands Community Church 

Sunday 

3 p.m. - Booth College Graduation Exercises 



GAZETTE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Promotions/appointments 

Lt-Cols RT./C. Mariyamma Abraham, CS and 

TSWM, India CentralTty; Mjr Lalngaihawmi, 

CS, India EasternTty, with rank of It-colonel 

TERRITORIAL 

Appointments 

Mjr Barbara Champ, chaplain and team leader, 

The Scarborough Hospital (Grace Campus), 

THQ social services — health services section; 

Mjr Elaine Hibbs, DSSS, Maritime Div (additional 

responsibility); Cpt David Warford, associate 

CO, Moose Jaw, Sask. Div (pro tern) 



Retirements 

Mjr Barbara Hustler, out of Westmount, Hamilton, 

Ont. Last appointment, records officer, THQ 

personnel 

Promoted to Glory 

Brg DorothyThompson, fromToronto, Dec 29; 

Mrs. Brg Doris Monk, fromToronto, Jan 2 

CALENDAR 

Commissioner M. Christine MacMillan 

Mar 2-4 women's ministries weekend, Bermuda; Mar 
5-9 UN commission on the Status of Women, New 
York City, U.S.A.; Mar 9-13 corporate leadership 
course, JPCC; Mar 21 captains' institute, JPCC; 



Apr 15 CFOT, Winnipeg; Apr 18 human trafficking 
conference, JPCC; Apr 25-29 visit of the General 
and Comr Helen Clifton (Toronto, Winnipeg); Apr 
27-29WCBC graduation 
Colonels Glen and Eleanor Shepherd 
Mar 3-7 Sask. Div; Mar 9-13 corporate leadership 
course, JPCC; Mar 18-19 CFOT, Winnipeg; Mar 
26-29 rural ministries conference, JPCC; Apr 
27-30WCBC (Col Glen Shepherd only) 
General and Mrs. Bramwell H.Tillsley (Rtd) 
Mar30-Apr1 Rockford, III., Metropolitan Div, 
U.S.A. CentralTty 
Canadian Staff Band 
Mar 3-4 London Citadel, Ont. 
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TRIBUTE 

TORONTO— Born in 1917 in Sarnia, Ont., Frederick 
Hamilton Walter was the eldest child born to Charles 
Frederick and May Walter. He early learned to love the 
Lord and serve him as part of a dedicated, enthusiastic 
Salvation Army family. After serving in the RCAF in the 
Second World War, Fred settled inToronto and married 
Helen Pearl Moulton. He was a valued employee of 
Norwich Union Insurance Company, where he exemplified diligence 
and integrity. Fred served faithfully in many local officer positions 
including CCC and CT, first at Brock Avenue, then Bloor Central Corps. 
He was generous with his time and money, and many in the community 
benefited from his kind nature and his interest in their welfare. Fred 
is remembered for his cheerful smile, lively piano playing and his 
great interest in everybody and everything. He is deeply missed by 
daughters Barbara, Major Caroline (Ray) Braddockand Linda (Doug) 
Frost; brother, Vince (Cherie); sister, Major May Walter; and many other 
family members and friends. 

SUTTON, Ont.— Born in Musgrave Harbour, Nfld. & 
Lab., in 1925, Ernest L. Eason was the fourth of seven 
children and a third-generation Salvationist. As a young 
man, Ernie travelled throughout Newfoundland with his 
officer parents. He earned a teaching degree and taught 
briefly before moving to Corner Brook, Nfld. and Lab., 
where he met Gladys Butler in 1946. Moving toToronto, 
they attended Dovercourt Citadel, where Ernie participated in band 
and songsters and often sang solos. He eventually became CSM and 
was instrumental in the move from Dovercourt to the present-day 
EtobicokeTemple. In retirement he was involved in various social 
services ministries throughoutToronto. In 1998 he married Major Mrs. 
Carol Pearo and they moved to Sutton, soldiering at Georgina CC. 
Ernie is survived by sisters Lily Wight and Evelyn Pritchett; brother, 
Major Lloyd (Ruth) Eason; son Ernie (Amanda), daughter Cheri (Craig) 
Wilson; eight grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. 

PINCHER CREEK, Alta .— Born in 1909 in London, England, 
Mrs. Aux-Captain Nellie Nichol moved to Alberta at 
the age of 20, where she was employed as a teacher. 
Moving to Port Arthur, Ont., she married Salvation 
Army Captain Clifford Nichol and, after leaving the 
Army, was left for almost six years to raise their five 
young children while he served in the Second World 
War. When Cliff returned home they went back into the ministry, first 
as travelling evangelists, then as Salvation Army officers, serving in 
various corps appointments in British Columbia and Ontario, as well 
as twice ministering to Canadian troops in Germany. After Cliff passed 
away in 1978, Nellie continued to minister by playing the piano and 
leading Bible studies. She eventually settled in Pincher Creek, where 
she is remembered by residents of Crestview Lodge for her constant 
prayers and unwavering faith. She is missed by daughters Josie (Eldon) 
Erickson, Eva (Gary) Ziehl and Gwen Munshaw; 14 grandchildren and 
29 great-grandchildren. 

LONDON, Ont. — A fourth-generation Salvationist, 

Gordon Eric Chapman accepted Christ at a young age 

and was actively involved as a bandsman and songster 

at London Citadel. Enlisting with the RCAF, he served 

in various centres, including Moncton, N.B., where he 

married Margaret Vale in 1943. Following the Second 

World War, they returned to Ontario, where Gordon 

again became actively involved at London Citadel. Retiring from 

the insurance business, he volunteered withThe Salvation Army's 

correctional and justice services and played in the Ontario Great 

Lakes Reservist Band. Gordon is remembered for his patient, kind 

and gentle nature. He is survived by his brother, Lt-Colonel Robert 

Chapman; sons Ray (Joanne), Ken (Brenda).Ted and Mark (Dianne); 

daughters Doreen (David) and Doris (Ron); 12 grandchildren and five 

great-grandchildren. 





Winterberry Heights Church 

Third Annual Festival of Voice and Brass 

April 28-29 

With Majors Len and Heather Ballantine 

Saturday 
7 p.m. - Festival of Voice and Brass 

Featuring songster brigades from 
the Golden Horseshoe with 
Winterberry Heights Band 
Tickets: $10 

Sunday 
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
3 p.m. - Musical Celebration 

Featuring bands from Meadowlands, 
Mountain Citadel and Winterberry 
Heights Church 

For tickets or more information, contact 
Winterberry Heights Church, 300 Winterberry Drive, 

PO Box 99007, 1050 Paramount Drive, 

Stoney Creek ON L8J 1P8; phone: 905-573-0635 

E-mail: info@winterberryheights.com 

Website: www.winterberryheights.com 



Always the 



By including The Salvation Army in your Will, you can 
create miracles for vulnerable people. You can be giving 
hope... always. 




Hope Today 



For more information 

contact your local Planned Giving office 

or call Toil-Free 

I-800-725-2769 



donor_questions@can.salvationarmy.org 
www.SalvationArmy.ca 
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Getting Worship Right 

You were created to bring glory to God. But how? Learn five principles of 

God-pleasing worship 



Major Les Burrows, Kelowna Community Church, B.C. Division 



At Kelowna Com- 
munity Church 
we have been 
praying and 
seeking Gods direction on how 
we can best fulfil our purpose. 
Our mission statement speaks 
of our desire to honour God by 
helping people connect with 
him, experience a personal rela- 
tionship with Jesus Christ, dis- 
cover their area of ministry and 
reach out to the community. 
This can only happen if we are 
willing to journey with people 
as they discover Jesus' love and 
purpose for their lives. 

Worship is a universal urge, 
an inbuilt need to connect with 
God. It's as natural as eating or 
breathing. If we fail to worship 
God, we'll always find a substi- 
tute — even if it ends up being 
ourselves. Hebrews 12:28 says, 
"Let us be thankful, and so 
worship God acceptably with 
reverence and awe." Worship is 
bringing pleasure to God, and 
there are many ways to do this: 
by trusting, loving, obeying, 
praising, surrendering, using 
our talents for his glory and 
developing a close friendship 
with him. 

Worship is the first pur- 
pose of your life. You are cre- 
ated and we are commanded 
to worship. It is our greatest 
responsibility, our highest priv- 
ilege and should take priority 
over everything else. When 
asked, "Which is the most 
important commandment?" 
Jesus answered, "Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your 
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strength" (Mark 12:30). 

Any time you express love 
to God you are worshiping. It 
is a matter of the heart. Where 
you worship is not as impor- 
tant as how and why Jesus 
said, "True worshippers will 



worship the Father in the Spirit 
and in truth, for they are the 
kind of worshippers the Father 
seeks" (John 4:23). 

The following five prin- 
ciples should be considered 
when planning worship: 



1. God-Pleasing Worship 
Is Based On Scripture 

Our first objective is to wor- 
ship "in truth." We must wor- 
ship God as he is truly revealed 
in the Bible; anything else is 
idolatry. You can't just create 




your own image of God and 
worship that. Real worship is 
rooted in the Word; it's based 
on truth, not our imagination. 
The more you know the Bible, 
the better you'll understand 
the truth about God. 

Christians often differ on 
the most appropriate way to 
express praise to God, but 
these arguments are usu- 
ally based on personality or 
preference. Many different 
forms of praise are mentioned 
in the Bible: confessing, sing- 
ing, shouting, standing in hon- 
our, kneeling, dancing, making 
a joyful noise, testifying, play- 
ing musical instruments and 
raising hands. What is the best 
style of praise? The style that 
best represents your love for 
God, based on the background 
and personality that he has 
given you. If God intention- 
ally made us all different, why 
should we be expected to wor- 
ship God in the same way? 

2. God-Pleasing Worship 
Is From the Heart 

Worship is our spirit respond- 
ing to God's Spirit. Jesus said 
it another way when he com- 
manded, "Love God with 
all your heart and soul" (see 
Matthew 22:37). Worship 
must be genuine and heartfelt. 
It's not just a matter of saying 
the right things; we need to 
mean what we say. God looks 
past our words to see the atti- 
tude of our hearts. 

God hates hypocrisy. He 
doesn't want a show, pretense 
or phoniness in worship. He 
wants our honesty and real 
love. Of course, sincerity alone 
is not enough — it is possible 
to be sincere and wrong. That's 
why both spirit and truth are 
required. Worship must be 
both authentic and accurate. 
We need to use both our hearts 
and our heads. 

I want to emphasize that 
worship is more than just 
music. Actually, worship 
predates music. Adam wor- 
shipped in the Garden of 
Eden, but music isn't men- 
tioned until Genesis 4:21. If 



worship was just music, then 
those who are non-musical 
could never worship. Real 
worship happens when your 
spirit responds to God. 

Some people draw near to 
God in natural settings, oth- 
ers through rituals, liturgies or 



ship: the giving of our lives, 
love, thanksgiving, praise, 
humility, repentance, money, 
prayers and service. Real wor- 
ship costs. David realized this 
and said, "I will not sacrifice to 
the Lord my God burnt offer- 
ings that cost me nothing" (2 



Worship is not a part of your life; 

it is your life. And the secret to a 

lifestyle of worship is doing everything 

as to the Lord 



symbols. Some people love God 
in solitude and simplicity, some 
love God by loving others and 
meeting their needs. Still oth- 
ers express their love for God 
through celebration. There is 
no "one-size-fits-all" approach 
to worship. Cultivate your own 
relationship with God, but don't 
impose it on others. 

3. God-Pleasing Worship 
isThoughtful 

God is not pleased with uncon- 
scious worship. Unless your 
mind is engaged, worship 
becomes meaningless motion 
or empty emotion. Jesus 
called this "vain repetitions" 
(see Matthew 6:7 KJV). God 
wants our corporate worship 
to be thoughtful. Paul devotes 
an entire chapter to this in 1 
Corinthians 14 and concludes 
by saying, "Everything should 
be done in a fitting and orderly 
way." Likewise, we also need 
to be sensitive to unbelievers 
who may be visiting our wor- 
ship gatherings. 

4. God-Pleasing Worship 
Is Sacrificial 

In the Old Testament, God 
took pleasure in the many 
sacrifices of worship because 
they foretold Jesus' sacrifice for 
us on the cross. But since Jesus 
completely paid for our sin, 
atoning sacrifices are no longer 
needed. Now God is pleased 
with different sacrifices of wor- 



Samuel 24:24). Praise alone is 
incomplete worship. We must 
surrender, submit, offer and 
yield ourselves to him. That 
is the heart of worship. 

5. God-Pleasing Worship 
Is Continual 

Worship is not just for church 
services. We are told to wor- 
ship God continually (see 
Hebrews 13:15) and to praise 
him from sunrise to sunset (see 
Psalm 113:3). In the Bible 
people praised God at work, 
at home, in battle, in jail and 
even in bed! Praise should be 
the first activity when you 
open your eyes in the morn- 
ing as well as when you close 
them at night. 

Worship is not a part of 
your life; it is your life. And the 
secret to a lifestyle of worship 
is doing everything as to the 



Lord. The Message paraphrase 
of Romans 12:1 says, "Take 
your everyday, ordinary life — 
your sleeping, eating, going- 
to-work, and walking-around 
life — and place it before God 
as an offering." 

When I first fell in love 
with my wife, Cathy, I thought 
of her constantly — while eat- 
ing breakfast, driving to work 
or waiting in line at a store. I 
could not stop thinking about 
this woman! I often talked to 
myself about her, and thought 
about all the things I loved 
about her. It helped me feel 
close to Cathy even though 
we lived in different towns. 
By constantly thinking of her, 
I was abiding in her love. 

The same is true of our 
relationship with God. The 
lifestyle of worship is just fall- 
ing in love with Jesus, turning 
even the most menial tasks, 
like preparing meals and wash- 
ing dishes, into acts of praise 
and communion with God. 

You see, the key to friend- 
ship with God is not chang- 
ing what you do, but changing 
your attitude toward what 
you do. So stop what you are 
doing, look around you with 
new awareness, and listen in 
silence for the voice of God. 

If we want to worship, 
we need to understand that 
God cannot be controlled or 
manipulated for our pleasure. 
We exist for his pleasure. We 
don't worship God to feel 
good; we worship God to 
honour him. 



SOAP and Salvation 



3 ' 



embers of our church are 
i involved with The Life Journal 

from New Hope Church in 
Honolulu. It contains a plan to read 
through the Bible (once through the Old 
Testament and twice through the New). 
By using the acronym SOAP (Scripture, 
Observation, Application, Prayer), partici- 
pants are encouraged to write down their 
thoughts for that day based on a verse 
that God gives them. It has been a great 
way to get our people into the Word and their daily appointment 
with God. Visit www.enewhope.org 
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M irroring God's Love in 

Zimbabwe 

Through a lifetime of ministry Major (Dr.) Dawn Howse has learned to be 
the unique person God has called her to be 

by Major (Dr.) Dawn Howse, Tshelanyemba Hospital, Zimbabwe 



Though far removed from fam- 
ily and friends back home, I 
thank God for the opportuni- 
ties of service I have in this 
part of the world. My personal mission 
statement reflects the past 18 years of 
ministry that have helped me learn who 
and where I am: "I am a Christian doctor 
called to teach and heal in a cross-cultural 
community." 

Tshelanyemba Hospital 
is situated in a rural area, 
where donkey-cart acci- 
dents claim more victims 
than traffic collisions. It's a 
place where most people, by 
listening, can tell which car 
or bus is pulling up outside. 
It's a community in which 
there are unspoken conflicts 
with traditions (women 
wearing dresses or skirts 
having to acknowledge 
that sometimes jeans can 
be more "modest"). Yet the 
people also watch TV pro- 
grams from South Africa, 
which are no different in 
content than those from the 
United States or Canada. 
And many families are bro- 
ken up and torn apart as 
youthful lives are ravaged and snuffed out 
by AIDS and young men go off to South 
Africa or Botswana to look for work — any 
kind of work. 

Life Lessons 

At Tshelanyemba, the community has 
become accustomed to seeing its doctor 
as a single white female — though some of 
the elderly think they remember me as a tall 
male with black hair and a beard (I replaced 
Dr. Friedli in 1992). The people here have 
also become used to my quirks. They're 
not surprised if I show up in the maternity 
ward in a bathing suit, which sometimes 
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happens if I'm called from the swimming 
pool where I enjoy teaching the children 
(those who are shorter than me). 

One of my challenges is to try not to 
take advantage of being "odd" in order to 
get away with being contrary — especially 
on hot, busy days. All of the medical staff 
are busier these days, with the district 
hospital having no doctor. Instead, their 
patients and clients flock here, forcing us 




to share our own limited resources. 

I am also challenged to be humble in 
attitude and to listen carefully to a patient 
or staff member before offering advice or 
treatment. Before I even came to Zimbabwe 
18 years ago, someone told me, "For the 
first year you are in a place, keep your 
mouth shut and your ears open." Patience 
is truly a virtue, and God always gives us 
enough time to do what is most impor- 
tant. 

Cultural Adaptations 

I am also learning the value of learning the 
local language, because it is in its nuances 



that a culture's priorities can be found. If 
words are borrowed from, or are a corrup- 
tion of, English, then the concept being 
expressed is probably not that important 
in the country's history (though possibly 
important to the younger population). 

In learning the language, I have dis- 
covered differences in the importance of 
relationships in an extended family. For 
instance, I've learned that a cousin really 
can be as close and "impor- 
tant" as a sibling; that the 
same isiNdebele word can 
mean "aunt" or "uncle," 
depending on which side 
of the family you are from; 
that one should not be 
surprised if people don't 
know their ages, because 
who celebrates birthdays, 
anyway?; and that a mother- 
in-law should definitely not 
know the first name of the 
daughter-in-law — that is 
just too much familiarity It 
is also amusing to overhear 
patients discuss me, reas- 
suring each other that I do 
know what they are saying 
and can explain illnesses to 
them in their own language. 
This also reminds me to be 
simple in my approach, as I have to pare 
down my explanations to basic words the 
people can understand. 

One of the most touching lessons I have 
learned here is about the stoicism of the 
local people — their complete acceptance 
of illness and death as being part of "God's 
will." With my simple and blunt words, 
I regularly have to tell people they have 
a terminal illness such as cancer and that 
there's nothing I can do to help them, 
other than offering analgesics and prayer. 
"Thank you, doctor," is their only response, 
and off they go with just acetaminophen 
or ibuprofen for pain. Then a few days or 




weeks later, a relative will come asking for 
the death certificate for their loved one, 
who died peacefully at home. 

Personal Challenges 

Being an independent person, accustomed 
to grabbing few opportunities for solitude 
among my six brothers, I rarely become 
"homesick." But I do miss my family back 
home in St. John's, especially when death 
and, more recently, chronic illnesses have 
struck. It is also not as easy to come home 
because I return as a "visitor," without 
enough time to adjust to my parents' 
schedule, yet uncomfortable with just 
sitting around as a guest. 

There's also the challenge of fitting in 
everything that 1 dream of doing when 
I'm home on furlough. Remembering to 
prioritize is a challenge in any culture, 
on both sides of the Atlantic, in order 
to "redeem the time." Yet I am careful to 
remember that it is my family and my 
home corps who have supported me, 
physically and spiritually, during my long 
sojourn away. 

What does it mean to be a "mission- 
ary"? For me, it's recognizing that God has 
called me to Zimbabwe for a purpose — to 
grow into a person who resembles his 
Son, Jesus, just as I would in Canada, 



but with the added challenge of making 
sure it is a clear reflection. It's remember- 
ing to avoid giving offence, or tarnishing 
the image of my Lord — something I can 
never achieve in my own strength, but 
in Christ alone. 

Bountiful Blessings 

I am an incredibly privileged person. I can 
count many blessings. Let me share some 
of them with you: 

1 . I walked to the hospital this morning. 
The sun was shining and few clouds 
were in the sky. 

• I can walk. Many of our patients are too 
weak to do so. 

• I live near enough to my work to walk 
there in five minutes. Many must go 
much further to reach their school or 
place of employment. 

• I have work to do — something not experi- 
enced by 90 percent of the population. 

• I can use my senses to appreciate nature 
around me, including every drop of rain 
that falls in this arid climate. 

2. I had peanut butter in my porridge 
this morning and bakeapple jam on 
my bread at noon. 

• I have food, and nutritious food at 
that — basic, simple and healthy. Some 
here struggle to find enough to feed their 



families each day. 

• I have electricity to cook the porridge — at 
least most days. Many people here still 
cook over a wood fire. 

• I have luxuries like peanut butter and 
bakeapple jam, and — even more impor- 
tant — a family at home that keeps me 
in such luxury. 

3. Forty children came swimming this 
afternoon. 

• We have a small swimming pool (9 
metres x 4 metres), in which we can 
cool off during the dry days with tem- 
peratures of 38° C. 

• We can keep the water clean by buying 
chlorine in Botswana. That implies the 
luxury of a vehicle, fuel and foreign 
currency. 

• I can interact with children and teach 
them to swim, giving them a life skill 
and survival technique. 

4. I can e-mail friends and relatives back 
home. 

• There is electricity and phone service 
today. We have been able to pay our 
bills for another month. 

• I have access to a laptop computer, 
kindly provided by the Canada and 
Bermuda Territory. 

•I have many interested supporters who 
help sustain me in my work. © 
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Prayer Diary 2007 




March V8 

Living the Vision: We envision a territory 
integrated in mission 

1 Pray that we will see and minister to the 
deepest needs of society 

2 Pray that we will be flexible in carrying out 
our mission — a mission without borders 

3 Pray for opportunities to share the all-em- 
bracing redemptive gospel 

4 Pray that the example of the Good Samari- 
tan will be a natural part of who we are 

5 Pray for wisdom in developing community 
capacity strategies 

6 Pray for the establishment of health and 
wholeness groups 

7 Pray for the development of soul care and 
social ministries 

8 Pray that, like Jesus, we will "move into the 
neighbourhoods" of need (see John 1:14 The 
Message) 

March 9-15 

Focus on Ontario Great Lakes Division 

9 Pray that our youth will continue to seek 
and follow the authentic lifestyle of Jesus 

10 Pray that our youth will bond in com- 
munity-based relationships and a desire to 
meet human needs with Christ's love 

1 1 Pray for new ventures being conducted 
through women's ministry camps 

12 Pray for vision and creativity as the wom- 
en's advisory committee plans for the year 

13 Pray for the public relations and develop- 
ment team, that through all their efforts 
local communities will see "God in us" 

14 As we do our part in prayer and through 
hands-on ministries, be reminded that God 
will provide the resources for his work 

15 Pray for those who need Christ's healing 
touch in a special way, especially Captain 
Roxzena Hayden, Strathroy, Ont., who is on 
medical leave 

March 16-22 

Focus on Adult Ministries 

16 Pray for leaders and initiatives by local 
seniors' groups, and for congregations 
where seniors depend on the church for 
fellowship 

17 Pray for your divisional teams as they 
plan times of fellowship and outreach for 
seniors throughout the year 

18 Pray for the vital services of community 
care ministries, which bring blessing and 
care to many of our elderly and shut-in 

19 Pray that God will inspire younger adults 
to become involved in corps CCM teams 

20 Thank God for Careforce Lifekeys, a minis- 
try of healing and wholeness that helps to 
restore broken relationships 

21 Pray that the trained Careforce Lifekeys 
facilitators will be able to seek out people's 
needs and assist them in their journey 
forward 

22 Thank God for the many adult ministries 



that take place faithfully in our corps and 
centres and their opportunities for bring- 
ing people together 

March 23-29 

Focus on World Missions 

23 Pray for the Army's relationship with CIDA, 
that resources will be made available for 
overseas projects 

24 Pray for those involved in the Sri Lanka 
tsunami project, particularly for their 
ongoing work in the midst of the political 
unrest 

25 Pray for the needs of Malawi: the rural 
women empowerment project, the provi- 
sion of clean water, community vegetable 
gardens, HIV/AIDS clinics and adult 
literacy classes 

26 Pray for Tanzania: its integrated water 
project for rural communities and the 
provision of clean water, community 
gardens and income generation projects 
for women 

27 Pray for Kenya: its HIV/AIDS prevention 
and livelihood support programs that pro- 
vide education and training and generate 
income for women 

28 Pray for Bangladesh: its HIV/AIDS preven- 
tion program, the human trafficking and 
sex workers empowerment project, the 
establishment of rehabilitation centres 
for women caught in the sex trade as the 
provision of clean water, sanitation and 
drainage for the Mirpur slums 

29 Pray for Haiti: the empowerment of rural 
communities, training in income and busi- 
ness management, the provision of clean 
water, counselling and education about 
HIV/AIDS 

March 30-31 

Focus on Emergency Disaster Services 

30 Pray for all Salvation Army personnel cur- 
rently active in disaster relief operations, 
that they will be kept safe and have the 
emotional and spiritual strength to meet 
the needs of people suffering the impacts 
of disasters 

31 As EDS leadership changes at various levels 
across the territory, pray that the transi- 
tion will be smooth and that personnel will 
maintain their sense of mission, commit- 
ment and zeal 



Watch for future issues of 



as we explore these themes 

April — Social Services 
May — Rural Ministry 
June — 125th Anniversary Celebration 
July — Faith and the Movies 
August — Sports Ministry 
September — Pop Christianity 
October— Spiritual Disciplines 
November — Child Poverty 
December — Multicultural Christmas 



The Canada and 

Bermuda Territory 

welcomes our 

international leaders 

General Shaw Chiton 

and Commissioner 

Helen Clirton 




You are invited to a 
Public Meeting 

Thursday, April 26 

7:30 p.m. 

Bayview Glen Church 
300 Steeles Ave E 
Thornhill, Ontario 



Keep us informed about what's happening across the territory. Send us your news 
and photos highlighting the various waysThe Salvation Army is living out its mission 
and values in your community. In addition to selected items that appear in print, 
enrolments and recognitions are posted regularly on our website, Salvationist.ca, 
so please send all your material as soon as possible after the event. Photos are 
acceptable in JPEG orTIFF format, minimum 300 ppi preferred. E-mail usatsalva- 
tionist@can.salvationarmy.org or write to us a\ Salvationist, 2 0verlea Blvd, Toronto 
ON M4H 1P4. Help us celebrate what is happening in your corps! 
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My Perspective 



Sight For My Blindness 

May God help us see what others don't 

by Major Doug Hefford, Assistant Secretary for Personnel, THQ Personnel Services 



During this past 
Christmas 
season, I was 
troubled by 
The Salvation Army's pro- 
motional campaign and 
the line "We see what oth- 
ers don't." You may recall 
the TV ads and billboard 
posters depicting images of 
the homeless, helpless and 
those in despair, with peo- 
ple unconsciously passing 
them by. I was challenged to 
really see the world through 
the eyes of Jesus. 

Several years ago I 
visited the Eaton Centre 
in downtown Toronto as 
part of an assignment for 
a course I was taking on 
Christianity and contem- 
porary culture. My notes 
from that assignment are 
still revealing. 

My trip began with a 
look at the outside of this 
huge, inner-city shopping 
centre. I smelled diesel fuel, 
hot dogs and flowers from 
the street vendors, felt the 
stench from the sewers and 
the heat from the grates. I noticed the 
foreign exchange counters where visi- 
tors from around the world were seek- 
ing Canadian currency. I noticed a large 
children's toy store incongruously situated 
in the same block as the strippers and 
drug pushers. 

I saw a stamp and coin store and a 
place to buy expensive golf equipment. 
I noticed delivery trucks, newspapers for 
sale and the sign on a nearby hospital that 
read: "Help us watch over you." 

I thought, Who is watching over the 
man with the cardboard box for a blanket? 
Who is watching over the little girl begging 
on the street corner, not far from a store that 
sells a pair of earrings costing $2,600? I was 
near movie theatres where people went 
to escape reality, but on that day for me 
the reality was the sound of police cars 
and ambulances. 




I saw a Mickey Mouse figurine dancing 
in a store window, but also many people 
who had no reason to dance or laugh. 
There were porn shops, beauty-aid stores 
and pigeons picking up scraps from the 
sidewalk. And people — lots and lots of 
people — always moving. 

Inside the Eaton Centre I saw people 
reading, heard babies crying and saw 
Canada geese suspended high over the 
heads of busy shoppers down below. 
On the lower level people were pour- 
ing in from the subway, streaming from 
the outside world into this unbelievable 
fantasyland. 

The prices in the stores were incom- 
prehensible. I had no idea you could buy a 
Swiss watch for $90,000 or a diamond ring 
for $265,000. You could even have them 
gift-wrapped while you munched on a $4 
piece of chocolate cake or smoked a $70 



The Army's promotional 
campaign urged the 
public not to overlook the 
homeless 



Cuban cigar. I observed 
one man buying a box 
of 25, totalling an amaz- 
ing $1,750 before tax. I 
couldn't help noticing the 
contrast between the man 
who bought the box of 
cigars and another living 
in a cardboard box just 
outside the door. 

I saw a lot that day, 
but only because I was 
looking. I've since won- 
dered how much I have 
missed in people because 
of my own blindness to 
their needs. Often I've 
prayed Bramwell Coles' 
words, "Strength for my 
weakness, Lord, impart; 
sight for my blindness 
give to me" (SASB 448). 
My mother is losing 
her eyesight. When she 
visited her specialist, 
she was told, "The horse 
has already left the barn. 
There's nothing more we can do." 

My father's response was just as blunt 
and to the point: "Just because the horse 
has left the barn doesn't mean that we 
should let it get away." 

Julia Ward Howe, who wrote The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic, was once seeking 
help for someone in need from an official 
elected to public office. "Julia," the man 
said, "I have become so busy helping 
humanity that I can no longer concern 
myself with individuals." 

Mrs. Howe responded, "Fortunately, 
at last report, God Almighty hasn't reach 
that stage yet." 

May God help us all to see him in 
every situation, every relationship and 
every individual we encounter. And may 
he forgive us if we ever let things "get 
away" because of our spiritual blindness 
to those in need. 
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Early in the 1900s, William Booth prepared a telegram to 
be sent out to all Salvationists around the world. The 
cost was so high he could only afford to send out one 
word, so he carefully chose a word that would forever 
embody The Salvation Army's mission. That word was 
"Others." And still the Founder's message lives on. 
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